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4th August Convention 


Politicization 


The hall was haunted with 
events of 1984. The air was 
think with anxiety. The 
participants were extremely 
reserve and tight-lipped. The 
occassion was the first few 
minutes in the Teja Singh 
Samundari Hall where the Sikh 
convention was going to decide 
upon the goal of theSikh Panth. 

This convention was called to 
deliberate on its agenda made 
extraordinary by the events of 
1984. If someone inclined to 
think of these events as things 
of the past he was rudely called 
to attention by the burnt door- 
frames, the charred paint, the 
coat of black smoke over the 
beautiful plaster of Paris 
decorations on all sides and the 
cieling of the hall. This hall a 
venue of many historic 
decisions suffered incendiary 
damage during operation Blue- 
star and stands in the same 
damaged condition even today. 

Representative 

Assemblage 

The participants poured in 
steadily. The entrance to the 
convention was fully controlled 
and restricted. All the Sikh 
formations of the world were 
invited by open invitation in the 
press by the convenor Prof. 
Darshan Singh acting Jathedar 
of Sri Akal Takht Amritsar. 
Anticipating unmanagable 
crowd the organisers had 


limited the number of delegates 
to two only from any one 
formation. The entry point was 
fully controlled. First the 
delegates were registered, then 
verified and last of all issued 
numbered entry pass. The 
procedure was unusual for a 
Sikh gathering they more often 
tend to be chance gatherings or 
open rallies. As the Convention 
began the hall was humming 
with four to five hundered 
people drawn from all walks of 
life — politicians, professors, 

lawyers, writers, judges, 
priests, publicists, and press- 
men. By any standards it was an 
assembly representative of 
variegated Sikh Panth. 

The conduct of business was 
strict, the agenda specific and 
enforcement of rules impartial. 
The agenda was limited to three 
points; what is the goal of the 
Panth in the present juncture,? 
How is that goal to be achieved? 
and third, who should lead the 
struggle for the achievement of 
the goal? Each speaker was 
allowed seven minutes. The 
only execption was the speaker 
representing Khalistan 

Commondo force and 
Khalistan Liberation Force. He 
claimed double the time on the 
plea that Tie was speaking for 
two formations and therefore 
needed double the normal time. 
His presentation was elegent, 
confident and compelling. The 


Prime Minister Gandhi ana President iayewardene signing the accora. 


A ccording to a researcher 
S. J. Tambiah the Sinaha- 
lese — Tamil tensions and 
conflicts are a twentieth 


Whose Initiative 


H.G. Deshpande 


house listened to his assertion 
in wrapt attention. At the end of 
his presentation his compeers 
outside the hall and on the road 
below greeted his speech with 
shouts of Khalistan Zindabad. 
The slogans lasted less than a 
minute. The stage secretary 
reminded the participants that 
only Sat Sri Akal Should cheer 
or greet a speaker and no 
Continued on page 4 


Prof. Darshan Singh's attempt for reconcilition success or failure 


Indo — Sri Lanka Accord 


domination on the pari of the 
majority Sinhalese that began 
especially in 1956, with the 
accession to power of Buddhist 
Sinahala chauvinisim and 
against which constitutional 
and lawful protests by the 
Tamils had been to no avail. 

The Divide 

S ri Lanka is divided into 
three ethnic categories 
or communities: the 

Sinahalese, who are the 
majority, constitute about 74% 
of the population; the Tamils, 
the beseiged minority, about 
18% and the Muslims who make 
up 7.4%. The Tamilsthemselves 
are by general consent divided 
into two catagories: The Sri 
Lankan Tamils comprise 12.6% 
of the population and consider 
themselves indigenous and 
whose migration from South 
India stretched from the early 
centuries A.D. to the fifteenth 
century or thereabouts, and the 
Indian Tamils, who make about 
5.6%, the majority of whom 
trace their origins to the waves 
of South Indian labourers 
brought by the Britishers from 
1825 onwards to work on 
coffee, and later, on tea 
plantations. 

The majority of the 
Sinahalese are Buddhists. The 
remainder are Christians, 
generally Roman Catholics. 
Tamils in General are Hindus 
with a minority being Christians 


century phenomenon. We can 
see them as exhibiting over the 
last three decades a trend 
toward an increasing ethnic 
mobilization and polarization 
previously unknown. These 
regimentations owe more to 
the ideas and polemics of 
contemporary nationalist 

ideologues and the politics of 
nation making and election 
winning them to earlier 
concerns — and processes. 

Whatever one may think of 
the Tamil contribution to 
Sinahalese attitudes this much 
is undeniable that the 
Sinahalese majority have since 
1956 persistently discriminated- 
agalnst the Tamils, especially in 
the fields of education and job 
recruitment, and Tamil 
objections to these injustices 
have spordically been rewarded 
with violence. And most 
Continued on page 10 


T he Indo-Sri Lanka Accord 
signed on 29th July 
between Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi and President J.R. 
Jayewardene, is certainly a 
major development in so far as 
putting an end to one of the 
searing tragedies of our times is 
concerned. Many observers 
have called it as a triumph of 
statesmanship and courage 
under the most trying and 
tangled circumstances. 

The terrorist violence in Sri 
Lanka, according to impartial 
observers, had come at the end 
of what the Tamil youth and 
radicals construe to be a 
persistent, unfair and 
spordically terrorizing 

campaign of discrimination and 
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The Amritsar 
Convention 


Sound and 
Fury 

It is like the watchman of a burgled house saying that he has not 
committed the theft. Should we allow a watchman to continue in 
his post. 

—V.P. Singh on Rajiv Gandhi's statement in Lok Sabha. 
I will adjourn the House but I will not let him (V.C. Shukla) speak. I 
am the Speaker and I say so. 

— The speaker of the Lok Sabha. 

I don’t want any conflict between the Akal Takht and militants. 

—Prof. Darshan Singh 

I give the first chance to the youth to serve the community and to 
lead it in its religious and political struggle. 

—Prof. Darshan Singh 

Don't you think the convention went too far in demanding a 
territory and a political set-up where the Sikhs can enjoy the 

—"glow of freedom"? 

A hungry person wants too much for himself. Once he is offered 
food, he may be satisfied with much less than he thought was his 
need. 

—Prof. Darshan Singh 

You are spoiling the show here. Withdraw from the House if you 
cannot withdraw your remarks. 

—Mr. Balram Jakhar to Mr. K.K. Tiwari 
If they (the Opposition) cannot come to the House to share the 
country’s glorious moment, I also do not have the time to meet 
them. 

—Mr. Rajiv Gandhi. 

While all the thieves of India together steal about Rs. 5 crores in a 
year, the commission paid in a single deal amount Rs. 30 crores to 
Rs. 50 crores. 

—Mr. V.P. Singh 

I am proud of this “destabilization” process since it is the only way 
to bring accountability. 

—Mr. Ram Jethmalani. 

Chartered buses and rented crowds cannot keep the Congress 
alive. 

—Mr. Ram Dhan, MP. 

The Government was bent upon degrading Prof. Darshan Singh in 
the eyes of the militants by not responding to his peace efforts. Let 
it (the Government) now have a deal with them. 

—A senior SGPC spokesman. 


The 4th August convention of 
Sikhs called by Jathedar 
Darshan Singh was widely 
covered by the press, though 
both the AIR and TV ignored it 
completely. That was not the 
only odd thing about its 
reporting. An equally odd thing 
was the manner in which its 
significance was mostly not 
understood and, in a few cases, 
misrepresented. Evidence of 
both these approaches is 
available in plenty. For reasons 
of space however, it would not 
be possible to refer to each one 
of the newspapers who chose 
either to misunderstand or 
misrepresent what happened at 
Amritsar. 

It needs to be underlined that 
the initiative for holding the 
convention was that of Jathedar 
Darshan Singh. He need not 
have convened it; nor was it 
absolutely unavoidable. 

Presumably he wanted to 
clarify things for himself. The 
format deviced for it was 
sensible and represented some 
king of a break with tradition.AII 
Sikh organisations, wherever 
located (in Punjab or outside) 
were authorised to send two 
representatives each more than 
500 people respoded. Since the 
details are given elsewhere, it 
should not be necessary to 
provide details here except to 
make the point it was fairly 
representative gathering of the 
sikh commity. 

All this did not prevent the 
media however from 
expressing doubts with regard 
to what was intended. The Blitz, 
for example, wrote, “The 
Jathedar knows that he is 
treading very dangerous 
ground while trying to bring 
round militants to the line." 
Further, it said "Whether the 
Akal Takht Jathedar will be able 
to accomplish his task is 
difficult to say at the moment. 
But every person be he a Sikh or 
a Hindu must wish him success 
in his endeavour.” This was 
cautious but not beside the 
point. 

The Ajit, a widely read 
Punjabi daily from Jullundur, 
refused to see the point 
however, and even expressed 
misgivings about the purpose 
of the convention. In its issue of 
4th August, 1987, the day the 
convention was meeting, it said 
“Prof. Sahib’s move of unity in 
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Akali party can be called a 
major factor for the fall of the 
Akali government.” It added 
that in this job of bringing about 
unity he had been completely 
unsuccessful. Not only that, it 
went on to say “He has not been 
able to draw any programme for 
the future. By this convention 
Prof. Sahib wants to acquire 
power for himself.” 

The Ajit, however, completely 
changed its tune a few days 
later. On 10.8.1987, the day 
Jathedar Darshan Singh 
announced his retreat from 
Amritsar, it observed, “Now 
time has come for the Sikhs to 
decide as to how to carry on the 
struggle, which path is to be 
adopted and how far to reach." 
In fact it was even more precise 
and said that, “The Amritsar 
convention has tried to bring 
the quam standing on the 
crossroads onto one path." 

After the convention the 
Times of India reported that it 
had been rather well attended 
by about 500 delegates drawn 
from all over India. It also said 
that the deliberations had gone 
on for five hours without any 
hitch or interruption and this 
was an achievement by itself. In 
its first 2-3 reports, however the 
Times failed to grasp or report 
the significance of what had 
happened. 

The Indian Express also 
suffered from the same 
infirmity. It was more 
concerned about the absence 
of Akali Dal (L) and Akali Dal 
(Master Tara Singh) rather than 
its deliberations. It wrote "With 
both of them kept out the 
convention could not be 
described as being 
representative of the Sikhs." It 
added "His main force came 
from UAD.” This is not euough 
to give him a representative 
status to negotiate on behalf of 
the community.” 

Even after his retreat from 
Amritsar, the Express said, "His 
departure from the field clears 
the way for the militants" and 
again “The only way to arrest 
this spiral is for moderate Sikh 
opinion to assert itself and for it 
to forge the instrument that can 
effectively prevent the 
usurpation of the temple and 
the Akal Takhat. That was the 
first reaction and though the 
Express since modifiedits 
positions somewhat, on the 
whole, it continues to be 
unsympathetic. 

It was left to the Times of 
India to change its tune 


completly. Once Jathedar 
Darshan Singh had retreated 
from Amritsar, in its issue of 
11,8.1987, the Times of India 
wrote an editorial ‘A Ray of 
Hope'. It said "It looks as if Sikh 
opinion is beginning to assert 
itself against the extremists and 
terrorists.” Later on, in order to 
be consistent, it qualified its 
statement by saying, “It is only 
when the backnone of the 
terrorists has been finally 
broken that it will be possible 
for them (the moderates) to 
play their legitimate role of 
espousing the genuine 
interests of the Sikh 
community.” 

Only one day earlier, on 
10.8.1987 to be precise, the 
Chandigarh correspondent of 
the Times in his despatch had 
clarified the issue more or less 
for the first time. He had 
concluded by saying," The 
current priority of the Sikh 
community could be to assert 
itself against militants. Those 
who hold this belief that Prof. 
Darshan Singh has broughtthis 
issue to the fore would see that 
his withdrawal from the Sikh 
scene. They are doubtful if he 
could be could have made the 
point in such a telling manner 
by staying on in Amritsar.” The 
editorial ‘A Ray of Hope’ 
referred to above, appeared one 
day later and was presumably 
based on the interpretation 
quoted above. 

Even Other papers like the 
Hindustan Times continued to 
take an unhelpful line. The 
Calcutta Telegraph also wrote 
in the same tune. For instance, 
it said “As far as Punjab is 
concerned, it must concentrate 
fully on one point programm: 
the war against terrorism. All 
else has to hold." Indeed it 
added, “Part of the problem in 
Punjab is the perception that 
the Centre has been guilty of 
appeasing the Akalis." 

The only paper which seems 
to have understood what was 
happening as the Tribune. 
Under the heading "Mixed 
Signals" it observed on 6.8 
1987, “Tuesday's neeting thus 
reflected a middle course 
between confrontation with 
democratic norms and a degree 
of confidence (at the possibility 
of bringing Delhi around of 
seriously discussing the 
Panth’s demands)." A little 
earlier in that editorial it has 
said, “The consensus 
unmistakably was to launch a 
democratic campaign for the 
demands of the community and 
keep the doors of negotaitions 
wide open.” Not only that, it was 
about the only paper to say, 

The only paper which seems 
to have understood what was 
happening as the Tribune. 


Under the heading “Mixed 
Signals” it observed on 6.8 
1987, “Tuesday’s meeting thus 
reflected a middle course 
leccher confromtation within 
dream cratic noun and a degree 
of confidence (at the possibility 
of bringing Delhi around of 
seriously discussing the 
Panth’s demands)." A little 
earlier in that editorial it has 
said, “The consensus 
unmistakably was to launch a 
democratic campaign for the 
demands of the community and 
keep the doors of negotaitions 
wide open.” Not only that, it was 
about the only paper to say, "No 
doubt the Sri Lankan Accord 
has aroused hopes among 
ethnic groups and also given a 


powerful argument to them. If 
India can extend moral and 
material help, so goes the 
contention to a well defined 
minority in another country, 
and sign an agreement 
securing most of the demands, 
why not make a similar gesture 
to a similar group within the 
country" The only other point of 
view that may be referred to 
here comes from Jagbani, a 
Punjabi daily published by the 
Hind Samachar Group. It said 
two things. One, “The 
convention has, “First terrorists 
activities have to be wiped out 
and then solution to any other 
problem can be arrived at." 

All thet one can say is that 
some people never learn. 
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Popular Upsurge 
Disintegration 


View Point 



Balraj Puri 


Had the Sikh problem been articulated in this 
manner and frankly debated, an appropriate 
machanism could be devised^ for sharing of 
political power between the two major 
communities, 'Hindus and Sikhs, of Punjab. 
Instead of that Congressmen accused the Akalis 
of hunger for political power while the latter tried 
to translate Sikh urges into demands for more 
river Water, more central aid, more territory and 
so on. 


I ndia is witnessing an 
unprecedented upsurge of 
various kinds of sub- 
national identities including 
ethnic, regional, linguistic, 
religious and tribal identities. 
Prima facie, it is a frightening 
and baffling phenomenon; 
which continues to grow in 
spite of (or is it due to?) forty 
years of freedom, development 
and education. 

With freedom, the British 
policy of divide and rule has 
certainly ended, but it also 
removed a common enemy and 
a unifying cementing force of 
the Indian nation and 
unleashed normal primordial 
loyalties. 

Also the process of 
modernisation is known to 
sharpen all ethnic and religious 
identities. Revolutionary 
advances in the means of 
communications, faster and 
easy travel and explosion in the 
mass media shorten physical 
and mental distances between 
members of a community 
scattered all over the country or 
even the world. Similarly spread 
of education and easy access to 
knowledge leads community to 
fuller awareness of its historical 
and cultural roots. 

In short modernisation 
develops consciousness of 
geographical and historical 
continuity in a community. 
Development improves 

material means of its members 
to pursue the same objectives 
more effectively. It creates 
opportunities for the growth of 
local cultur and Literature. 
Politicisation and mobilisation- 
further concomitants of 
modernisation-give a new role 
and significance to every 
identity. The new expanding 
indigenous elites, composed of 
articulate citizens with modern 
skills, provide the locus of and 
draw legitimacy from these 
identities. 

The process is more 
pronounced in more developed 
nation^. American literature, 
culture and politics is, for 
example, marked by 
conspicuous ethnic revival. The 
phenomenal success of the film 
“Roots” reflects a universal 
longling for a sense of 
belonging and discovering 
cultural roots. Regionalisation 
of political systems of France 
and Italy and demand for 
regional autonomy in UK are 


further instances of the same 
trend. Resurgence of what they 
call problem of nationalism in 
the Soviet Union and 
Yugoslavia indicate that no 
system is immune from it. 

Aside from sharpening of 
existing identities, new 
identities are also emerging. 
Dialects are aspiring to the 
status of languages. Sub- 
regions are clamouring for 
state-hood or constitutional 
recognition. Interest groups 
and professions are getting 
organised. 

Impact 

W hat should be the 
impact of these seem- 
ingly inevitable trends 
on national life? 

First of all let it be noted that 
sharpened and polorised 
identities, are not cummulative 
in their impact. In most cases, 
they check the exclusiveness 
and excessiveness of one 
another. Thus regional loyalty 
undermines communal 

soliderity and vice versa while 
class and political alignments 
cut across both of them. 
Moreover, as an individual 
would tend to belong to a 
plurality of identities in a 
differntiated modern society, 
proliferation of identities in a 
differntiated modern society, 
proliferation of identities would 
help in relating and integrating 
one individual with the other. 

Secondly, the threat to 
national unity is not 
proportional to the number of 
diversities. Tension around a 
single kind of diversity eg. 
religion was sufficient to wreck 
the unity of the country in 1947. 
Similarly linguistic conflict 
alone could become so 
explosive as to blow up the 
unity of Pakistan in 1971. 

Thirdly, notwithstanding 
Pakistan’s example it is not easy 
for alienated parts to secede 
from a modern nation State. 
Bangladesh's distance from the 
West Pakistan and involvement 
of India which surrounded it 
made it a rare exception. 

Finally, intermediate loyalties 
perform a vital role of providing 
emotional links between 
individuals and the national 
identity and in making it a 
meaningful, tangible and living 
reality for them Jt is truer in the 
case of emotionally and 
geographically peripheral 


people who become conscious 
of their local and national 
identities simultaneously. Just 
as in a growing family, a person 
has many relations 
commanding his simultaneous 
effection and loyalty, similarly 
in social life he belongs to a 
class, a profession, a religion, a 
linguistic group, a region, a 
party, and so on at one and the 
same time. 

Awareness of national and 
sub-national identities often 
grows symbiotically, through 
similar mental and social 
processes and not 

dichotomously. Wnen an 
individual belongs to more than 
one identity, the primacy of his 
loyalty depends on situations. 
For instance, a doctor should 
be unconcerned with the 
religious, regional or even 
national identities of his patient 
or of his own as long as he is 
treating the patient. During 
visits abroad and external 
threats, Indian identity 
automatically becomes 

pronounced while at times of 
prayer and marriage 
ceremonies dictates of religion 
are mormally suprems. 

In this sense, professional, 
religious and national identities 
represent three dimensions of 
the same personality. In case of 
more integrated and maturer 
persons, such dimensions are 
larger. Just as a single 
dimensional seed grows to a 
differentiated plant of 
branches, leaves and flowers, 
without getting disintegrated, 
similarly growth of simple 
unidimensional human socities 
to a differentiated and complex 
form need not spell their 
disintegration. 

Why Tension? 

W here is the snag in 
this neat model of 
modernised society? 
What accounts for tensions, 
violence and turmoil in Indian 
society of today? 

One source of trouble is the 
attempt to hierarchise diverse 
loyalties. The unresolved 
debate in the forties over India 
first or Muslims first was after all 
a major factor in the creation of 
Pakistan. Such controversies 
are still raging. In some cases 
perceptions of what was 
described above as the 
situational importance of an 
identity also vary and the 
domains in which each one of 
them is supreme is not clearly 
marked. 

In this context, the concept of 
nationalism and the legitimate 
range of its claims also matters. 
A Unitarian, monolithic, 
conformist and static view of 
nationalism that treats every 
urge for differentiation and 
autonomy as anti-national 
would provoke protest and 
resistance in the constituent 
parts. 

As people belonging to sub- 
national identities also belong 
to the national identity, their 


interests should not, generally 
speaking and consciously, 
clash with the national identity. 
They might clash with the 
interests of other groups. 
Tensions are generated when 
some groups, who claim to 
know the national interest 
better— the claim may be right 
or wrong — condemn the 

demand of the other sub- 
national group as anti-national 
or when the demands are too 
excessive to be contained in the 
national framework. 

Politicization 

A far commoner cause of 
tension is politicisa- 
tion of ethnic and 

religious identities and the urge 
for share in power by their 
elities, with whom the 

respective communities get 
identified. Indian polity has yet 
not evolved a mechanism for an 
equitable distribution of 
political power among all 
communities, a Serious 
thinking on the problem is 
inhibited by two factors. First, 
Gandhian ethics, made 
respectable at the intellectual 
and political levels by M.N. Roy 
and Jayaprakash Narayan, 
denigrate the quest for power 
Second by the Marxist concept 
of the primacy of econimic 
causes dominates Indian 
thinking on the subject. There is 
a tendency to translate this 
problem in economic terms or 
to compensate a community 
denied of its share in power by 
economic benefits. The result is 
that the problem of power-one 
of the fundamental and 
legitimate human urges is not 
frankly discussed. 

An outstanding example is 
that of the Sikh community 
which is alienated not due to 
economic causes but due to a 
smaller share in power than 
what it considers was its due A 
colition of the majority of Hindu 
voters and a fraction of Sikh 
voters used to return 
Congress(l) to power while the 
Akali leaders who represented 
the bulk of Sikh population 
remained in wilderness and 
ther efore felt frustrated. 

Had the Sikh problem been 
articulated in this manner and 
frankly debated, an appropriate 
machanism could be devised 
for sharing of political power 
between the two major 
communities, Hindus and 
Sikhs, of Punjab. Instead of that 
Congressmen accused the 


Akalis of hunger for political 
power while the latter tried te 
translate Sikh urges into 
demands for more river water, 
more central aid, more territory 
and so on. 

The Punjab accord was 
followed by return to power of 
an exclusively Sikh party which 
caused similar frustration 
among the Hindus of the state 
and further polarised its politics 
on communal lines. Only the 
extremists could benefit from 
this situation. 

In Assam, too, 

constitutaional and institu- 
tional means and conventions 
could have been devised to 
ensure a dominant share in 
power to the Assamese 
speaking people in their state. 
Instead a government was 
imposed on the state which was 
not supported even by a 
fraction of the Assamese 
though it had been returned by 
the votes of the non-Assamese. 
Later, an exclusively Assamese 
party came to power without 
accommodating the claims of 
almost half of the non- 
Assamese population. 

In Tamil Nadu and Kashmir 
powerful secessionist 

sentiments were sublimated 
when regional parties came to 
power and gave their people a 
sense of effective share in it. 

Constitution & 
Convention 

T he Indian constitution, in 
fact, provides no direct 
method for sharing of 
power by religious 

communities as such. However, 
this fact used to be ensured 
through convention. In 

particular, the ruling party gave 
adequate representation to the 
best available talent in the 
minorities. The quality of their 
representation has perceptibly 
gone down in recent years 
which forced the minorities to, 
assert their rights outside the 
political system. 

As Muslims are becoming 
conscious of the fact that their 
fate is bound with India and that 
the heritage of Indian Islam Is 
no less rich than that of any 
Muslim country, the assertion 
of their identity is increasing. 
They are no longer a split 
personality. They eeem to be 
grasping simultanety of their 
both identities, Muslim as well 
as Indian. But the assertion of 


Continued on page 14 

As Muslims are becoming conscious of the fact 
that their fate is bound with India and that the 
heritage of Indian Islam is no less rich than that of 
any Muslim country, the assertion of their identity is 
increasing. They are no longer a split personality. 
They seem to be grasping simultanety of their 
both identities, Muslim as well as Indian. But the 
assertion of Muslim Indian identity finds no 
response in the system. It instead provokes Hindu 
backlash; and thus leads to riots and violance. 
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controversial slogans be 
shouted. 

The Goals 

The tone of the meet was set 
by the speeches of UAD leader 
Ujjagar Singh Sekhwan and Dr. 
Maheep Singh of the Sikh 
Forum, Delhi. Jathedar 
Sekhwan sopke of Anandpur 
Sahib Resolution as the goal of 
the Sikh Panth. he explained 
that the resolution was a 
continuity of the freedom 
struggle of the people of India. 
He pointed out that further 
explanation of this point is 
provided in a pamphlet 
available free of cost down 


unlawful killing of the youth. He 
insisted that none else than, 
The Sikhs themselves will 
decide the question of their 
inclusion or exclusion in the 
national mainstream. This 
decision is conditional upon the 
kind of deal they get in that 
mainstream. 

The militant formations 
including Khalistan Com- 
mondo Force, Khalistan 
Liberation Force, Panthic 
Committee and Bhindran wala 
Tigers took as their departure 
point the trauma of 1984 and 
argued that the point of no- 
return has been crossed in 1984 
and the custodians of power in 


white. An attempt to do so 
would have looked like an ' 
attempt at self- 

recommendation on the part of 
the covenor. All said and done 
the Jathedar emerged as the 
spokesman in the making of all 
those who stood for a political 
and democratic solution to the 
Punjab problem enlarged into 
the Sikh problem by the 
opportunistic maneuvering of 
politicians of all kinds and 
clans. 

Terrorism not 
Favoured 

With the exception of the 
militant speakers the delegates 
did not favour wanton killing 
and terrorism as legitimate 
means for the struggle. In this 
regard Harcharan Singh from 
Delhi distiguished himself by 
starting on a militant tone but 
concluding by condemning 
wanton terror, he praised the 


made in 1965 i.e at the time of 
agitation for a Punjabi Suba. 
The Sikh baiters at that time too 
had raised the false alarm about 
Sikh secession. 

Soon after this resolution 
hostilities with Pakistan started 
and the people of Punjab, 
particularly the Sikhs living In 
the border villages (which are 
now the hot-bed of terrorist 
action) fought for the country In 
the vangaurd of the armed 
forces. Soldiers from remote 
parts of the country were 
overwhelmed by the love and 
care showered on them by the 
Sikh population. The 
government of India could rely 
on the entire Sikh population 
for war effort and stood to 
benefit by this reliance. 

De-escalation 

Vested interests in all 
quarters have been escalating 
the confrontation between the 
Sikhs and Indian democracy. 


convention is a sigular 
achievement of Prof. Darshan 
Singh the acting Jathedar of 
Akal Takht. He has traversed 
this long distance at the cost of 
great risk of his own life and 
security. On the other hand, it is 
a challenge to all thedemocrats 
involved in the destiny of Indian 
democracy. Political initiative 
must proceed full steam inorder 
to reduce terror from a 
manacing power to a pressure 
group only. This is a concrete 
possibility. 

The only people who saw 
quickly and clearly the import 
of this Convention were the 
militants. They have expressed 
their dis-approval of and 
opposition to the consensus 
arising out of the Convention in 
no uncertain terms. In the 
process they have commented 
adversaly against the Jathedar. 
They have told UAD leaders 
who supported the convention 



below. He ‘ insisted on 
democratic and non-violent 
means for the purpose of 
educating the people about this 
goal. Jathedar Akal Takhat 
supported by a council should 
work as a nucleas for the 
conduct of struggle for the 
creation of a federal polity in 
India. 

Dr. Maheep Singh harked 
back to the methods of the 
Gurdwara Reform Movement of 
the 1920 for the realisation of 
the goals set forth In the 
Anandpur Sahib resolution. He 
deemed the resolution as a 
reasonable expression of the 
goal of a decentralised polity In 
India. He noted that a federal 
polity Is not a concern of the 
Sikhs only. Other states are also 
Insisting on share of power and 
resources. The Sikh struggle Is 
a part of this larger struggle. It 
should, therefore, be 
conducted In active 
cooperation with them and 
backed by mutual confidence 
among all the partisans of a 
federal polity. He proffered 
Jathedar In a Council of twenty 
one members as the best 
executive for the conduct of the 
struggle. 

Eroded Confidence 

Bibi Rajinder Kaur (ex M.P) 
and Gaini Bhupinder Singh (ex 
M.P) spoke of erosion of 
confidence of the Sikhs in the 
Indian democracy and were 
pessimistic about its recovery 
in the near future. Both of them 
spoke for democratic means for 
the struggle and suppoted the 
idea of leadership by the 
Jathedar in council. Justice 
A.S. Bains spoke poignantly of 
efforts to treat Sikhs as less 
than equal citizens intheir own 
country. He eloborated on the 
cases of denial of justice and 


Delhi have not shown any 
inclination to reconcile. Under 
these circumstances a 
reconciliation is tantamount to 
humiliating submission which 
is forbidden by the Sikh faith. 
Therefore the goal is Khalistan, 
the method is armed struggle, 
and the question of leadership 
an open one. Whosover is 
prepared to die should come 
forward and lead the Panth. 

Other speakers endorsed the 
lead speakers I ike Sekhwan and 
Dr. Maheep Singh. Notable 
among the were Bhai Ram 
Singh (Haryana) Kalyan Singh 
(Patna), Brig. R.S. Randhawa 
(Retd), Mahinder Singh 
Chhabra (Bihar) Anander 
Singh (Nank Matta, U.P.) and 
Lakhbir Singh (UP. Sikh 
Pratinidhi Board). 

The one line resolution 
passed unanimously at the end 
of the convention was a Panjabi 
equivalent of Pt. Jawahar Lai 
Nehru’s affirmation published 
in The Statesman, Calcutta 
dated 7 July 1946. He writes “I 
see nothing wrong in an area 
and a setup in the north where 
the Sikhs can experience the 
glow of freedom”. 

The Means 

The brevity of the resolution 
left no room for the statement of 
means to be adopted for the 
achievement of the goal set 
forth in the resolution. Neither 
was the question of the 
leadership of the struggle put 
on record. The tone of the 
remarks made by the convenor 
made it absolutely clearthatthe 
struggle for the attainment of 
the goal will be democratic and 
mass based. The disscussion all 
through the convention 
favoured the idea of Jathedar in 
council as leader of the 
struggle. This, however, was 
not laid down in black and 


youth for their enthusiaism and 
idealism. At the same time he 
enumerated events of extortion 
and murder and then 
condemned them unreservedly. 
The remarks by the convenor 
had similar bearing. He 
expounded at great length 
power of the word in contrast 
with the sword. 

Reaction 

The convention has received 
by and large a confused and 
confusing deal at the hands of 
the media. Whereas the papers 
based in Punjab saw events 
taking a welcome turn as a 
result of the convention, the 
papers based in the capital and 
further places gave a totally 
garbled account of the 
convention. The reasons for 
this diversity of reaction is 
related to the distance one has 
gone from the events of 1984. 
To people living in the fast 
moving milieu of the metropolis 
and city editions et al the events 
of 1984— operation Blue-star 
and November riots— are a 
thing of the past. For the people 
involved— the Sikhs and 
Panjabees— these events are an 
extended present. The 
November masscre of Sikhs by 
the organised gangsters has 
made the Punjabi Hindu 
extremely insecure in his mind. 
He remains haunted by the 
possiblity of similar effort 
against him by terrorists and 
political killers. This extented 
presence of the calenderical 
past makes the people close to 
Punjab think in ways different 
from his other countrymen. The 
Punjab press expected nothing 
less than Khalistan resolution at 
the Convention. They felt 
relieved when the resolution 
repeated a demand which is 
little different from the one 


Cong (I) campaign in the 1984 
general elections was typical of 
that kind of politics. The first 
serious attempt at de- 

escalation was made through 
1985 Accord which was 

subvrted at all levels. The 
Convention spells one half of a 
second phase of deescalation 
of confrontation. It is one half 
because he other half is held by 
the Centre. Jathedar Akal Takht 
has presided over this extra- 
ordinarily consequential step. It 
speaks of his concern for the 
well-being of the Panth and the 
country. Unfortunately his 
contribution to the restoration 
of normalacyin Punjab is being 
understood only partially. 

Real Significance 

The convention In fact made 
history by democratically 
voting out the proposal for 
secession of the Sikhs from the 
Indian union. Under the 
circumstances created by the 
follies of 1984 this was a major 
step towards the resolution of 
Issues Involved In the Punjab 
Imbroglio through democratic 
means. 

On the one hand this 


to forget about their aspirations 
to occupy seats of power in 
Punjab in the near future. 

The Retreat and 
After 

Two days after the 
Convention the Jathedar 
retreated to his villa near 
Chandigarh on a long leave 
from activities at Amritsar. At 
the end of the Convention he 
had authorised Jaswant Singh 
Kanwal with two more friends to 
persuade the militants about 
the desirability of consensual 
functioning. The mission 
proved a non-starter. . The 
militants refused to engage into 
dialogue with Kanwal on flimsy 
grounds. They had shot a 
couple of press-statements 
against the decision of the 
Convention. It is politic on the 
part of Jathedar to keep away 
from the scene and allow 
matters to cool down before 
any follow up action could be 
visualised. He continues to be 
the incumbent of his office but 
declines to make comment 
about matters on the plea that 
he is at present withdrawn from 
these matters, albeit 
temporarily. 

♦ 
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Rishikesh : November ’84 

Repeated 


R.S. Chattwal 


Rishikesh which had 
witnessed a gruesome attack 
on the Sikh population and on 
the Gurdwara Hemkunt, 
Rishikesh in November '84 was 
again subjected to a siege by 
communal forces for 8 hours on 
8th July 1987. The police 
remained mute witnesses to the 
whole spectacle. 

Rishikesh, one of the holy 
towns of India, has a population 
of about 50, 000 including 
about hundred families of Sikhs 
with a total membership of 500. 
Rishikesh is a part of the district 
of Dehradunand as such the 
District Magistrate and the SP 
are at Dehradun. The local 
heads of the civil administration 
are a Resident Magistrate and 
an Inspector of Police assisted 
by a force of 21 policemen. 
Rishikesh has a beautiful 
Gurudwara called Gurdwara 
Hemkunt Sahib which is run by 
the Hemkunt Trust and 
basically provides the needs of 
the pilgrims on their way to and 
return from Gurdwara 
Hemkunt. The Trust controls 
seven Gurdwaras from 
Rishikesh to Hemkunt Sahib. 

After the attack on the buses 
in Punjab and Haryana on 6-7th 
July the town was tense. This 
was sensed by the members of 
the Sikh community as well as 
by the local administration. The 
members of the Sikh 
community held an urgent 
meeting on the evening of 7th 
July where they condemned 
this attack on the innocent bus 
passengers and requested the 
respective government to give 
deterent punishment to the 
cuplrits. This resolution was 
sent to various local 
organisations. 

The Bandh 

T he BJP gave a call for a 
bandh in the town on 8th 
July. Apprehending 
breach of peace, the Resident 
Magistrate called a meeting in 
the late evening of 7th July of all 
political parties and prominent 
citizens of the town to ensure 
peace during the bandh. S. 
Gurbaksh Singh Bindra, a 
trustee of Gurdwara Hemkunt, 
attended the meeting as 
representative of the Sikh 


community. The lone 
Communist, Shri Varinder 
Kumar Sharma, present in the 
meeting spoke against the 
bandh as he apprehended an 
attack on the Sikh community 
but the members of the BJP 
assured him that the bandh 
would be peaceful. Section 144 
was proclaimed in the entire 
town of Rishikesh on 7th July 
1987. However, on 8th July 
small groups of people of 10-15 
were seen collecting at various 


places in the town. One 
gentleman is reported to have 
addressed one such group in 
the following manner : the Sikhs 
in Punjab and Haryana had 
killed so many Hindus in one 
minute, what are you waiting 
for? This triggered off the 
attack. The first house to be 
attacked belonging to S. Arjan 
Singh but it was saved with the 
help of the neighbour. Then a 
group moved towards the Bazar 
S. Harbans Singh’s cloth shop 
was the first to be looted and 
than copletely burnt, followed 
by the timberstall of Giani Inder 
Singh, which too was 
completely burnt. Shri Varinder 
Kumar Sharma tried his best to 
get the fire brigade to 
extinguish the fire but was 
obstructed. Only when the fire 
was spreading to cover the 
neighbouring Hindu shops, the 
fire brigade was permitted to 


operate. Basera Hotel, a 
beautiful modern hotel was 
attacked and two cars and one 
scooter belonging to the 
pilgrims were burnt and the 
windowpanes of the hotel were 
completely damaged. Further 
damage to this hotel was 
restricted because of the efforts 
of Shri Satyapal Gupta who 
stood between the mob and the 
hotel and thus prevented 
further destruction. 


group had started an attack on 
the Gurdwara Hemkunt, 
Rishikesh. During 1984 the mob 
was able to enter the gurdwara 
and had looted property worth 
many lakhs, and it appears that 
they had an eye again on this 
loot. But, this being the prime 
pilgrim period, there were 
about 400 pilgrims in the 
gurdwara and they resisted the 
attack of the mob. The local 
administration had posted a few 
policemen in the gurdwars on 
the evening of 7th July. They 
stood in front of the gurdwara 
on the 8th morning, but either 
they could not stop the mob 
from attacking the gurudwara 
or they did not prevent it. 

The mob attacked the 
gurudwara with bricks and 
stones and they appeared to be 
quite knowledgeable as to 
where the store of the 
gurudwara was. The mob could 
not enter the gurudwara from 
the front. They tried to enter it 
from the rear side. From here 
also the pilgrims successfully 
opposed the attack but all the 
windowpanes were broken. It 
appears that the mob which was 
on the rampage in the town 
moved towards this gurudwara 
by about 11 o’Clock. With this 
reinforcement the mob had a 
strength of about 4000. The 
gurudwara then faced a severe 
attack with stones and bricks 
and many pilgrims were injured 
but the mob could not open the 
gate. 

A Truck No: UTL 5303 full or 
stones was used by the mob to 
break open the gate. With this 
the gate crashed and the mob 
entered the gurudwara. The 
Manager, S. Sohan Singh of the 
Gurudwara, who has a licenced 
12 bore gun then fired the first 


shot. The mob retraced and 
went out and then again tried to 
enter from the rear gate. But 
they were again unsuccessful. 
In the meantime the main gate 
was again locked. The mob 
then used the other truck No: 
UPY 2079 and this time they not 
only broke the gate but also the 
adjoining wall. 

The Police 

T he mob again entered the 
gurudwars and S. Sohan 
Singh again fired and the 
mob went out. In the meantime 
the police had taken up the 
position on top of the adjoining 
Tata Building from where they 
fired into the gurudwara and 
killed one pilgrim, S. Ranjit 
Singh of Anandpur Sahib, 
altogether 4 pilgrims were 
injured. The gurudwara portion 
facing the Tata Building has6-7 
bullets marks. The mob then 
started throwing burning rags 
inside and as a result of this the 
truck UTL 5303 caught fire 
and"' got burnt. Every time the 
mob tried to enter the gate of 
the gurudwara, S. Sohan Singh 
would fire a shot and the mob 
would retrace. In all he fired 
about 5-6 shots and thus was 
able to protect the precious life 
of the pilgrims as well as the 
property of the gurudwara. In 
the meantime the Resident 
Magistrate was contacting 
various authorities for army 
help which luckily reached 
Rishikesh at 4.30 p.m. On 
seeing the army, the mob 
disappeared in a matter of 
minutes. 

While this was happening at 
Gurudwara Hemkunt, a part of 
the mob at about 1 o’ Clock 
finding no success in the entry 
to the gurudwara went back to 
the town and systematically 


looted and then burnt the shops 
of the Sikhs. In all about 60 
shops and business 
establishments were attacked 
before the army arrived. During 
this period five lives were lost, 
six persons were injured and 
property worth 60-65 lakhs was 
looted/burnt. 

A holy Saint by the name, 
Sant Surat Singh, aged about 
75 years who used to stay in 
Adarsh Kutia, Pushkac Mandir 
Road, was attacked in his Kutia 
and was stoned to death. After 
he was killed, they carried out 
the hienous act of cutting his 
hair. Though curfew was 
imposed in the town by noon, 
looting and burning continued 
till the army arrived. 

Another gurudwara in 
Rishikesh called Gurudwara 
Thakan on Pushkar Mandir 
Road was looted and burnt and 
3 Birs of Shri Guru Granth 
Sahib were burnt. 

The U.P. Home Minister 
accompained by the Deputy 
Commissioner, the Superinten- 
dent of Police and others visited 
Rishikesh. But he did not meet 
any member of the Sikh 
community. 

Silver Lining 

When most of the politicians 
and citizens did not come 
forward to render any help to 
the besieged members of the 
Sikh community and the police 
proved Itself to be Ineffective, 
there were people like Shri 
Varinder Kumar Sharma CPI 
(M) member and Shri Satyapal 
Gupta of Blnny Cloth Shop who 
came out openly to protect the 
life & property of the Sikhs. This 
is a small silver lining In the 
darkness of communal frenzy 
which Is overtaking the country. 



Why this destruction? 



Simultaneously, another 



burnt Furniture shop at Rishikesh 
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The Hostage 
Theory 


S ince November 1984, 
backlash from the 
majority community 
against the Sikhs residing 
outside Punjab has become a 
regular feature, Resentment 
against killings of Hindus by 
terrorists in Punjab is quite 
natural. But .the so called 
backlash takes place only when 
some influential leaders with 
some ulterior motives incite 
communal feelings and exploit 
the poor and the illiterate 
sections of people who can be 
lured by monetary gains 
consequent upon looting of 
shops, factories and houses. 

Till today it has not yet been 
established whether the 
terrorists belong to the Sikh 
community or they come from 
Pakistan in the disguise of 
Sikhs. But, somehow the 
government propaganda has 
defamed the Sikhs to such an 
extent that by now it has 
become impossible to erase 
this negative impression from 
the minds of the public. It will 
take a long time to over come ill 
will against the Sikh community 
as a whole. However certain 
steps to meet this situation 
must be analysed. 

It is important to consider 
cetain aspects of the Bandhs 
held in Haryaha, Himachal 
Pradesh and Delhi after the 
killings of bus passengers in 
Lalru on the Chandigarh- 
Ambala highway and 
Fatehabad in Hissar district on 
July 6 and 7, 1987, respectively. 
It is well known that in all the 
said states the Central and 
State Governments had taken 
comprehensive measures by 
deploying police, para-military 
#nd military forces to protect 
the life and property of the 
Sikhs residing in these states. 
The Sikhs all over India trusted 
the law and order machinery 
and expected to be protected 
against any danger, especially 
during the Bandh period. 


In spite of all this, the Sikhs in 
Sirsa (about 200 of them) were 
attacked and made homeless. 
In Rishikesh, the Sikhs who 
were on pilgrimage to Hemkunt 
Sahib were attacked by a crowd 
of about a thousand people. 
Ultimately the military came to 
their rescue, and they were 
provided the necessary security. 
In Delhi during the Bandh in 
spite of the curfew and Section 
144 imposed in West Patel 
Nagar, shops, houses and 
gurdwaras belonging to the 
Sikhs were looted and burnt, 
while the police was present. 

This shows that the political 
parties and the law and order 
machinery had given their 
blessings to the people 
collected to commit crimes on 
the Sikhs, to demoralise and 
humiliate them, especially by 
burning their gurdwarasand Sri 
Guru Singh Granth Sahib the 
holy Sikh scripture which 
caused the unbearable hurt of 
desecration to the entire Sikh 
community. 

The result of all this is that the 
entire Sikh community residing 
outside Punjab is debating 
individually in their minds, as 
well as in their family groups 
and in their social gatherings, 

• what is their standing outside 
Punjab? Is it worth living 
outside Punjab when no 
government can guarantee 
them dignity and safety? 

Responsibility 

A nother important point to 
be noted is that though 
the neighbour is 
symapthetic, the majority of 
them become spectators, when 
their correligionists are on a 
spree of arson, killing and 
looting. When Punjab is under 
the President’s rule and the law 
and order machinery is 
operating on a war footing and 
even suspects are getting killed, 
if hienous crimes cannot be 


Manohar Singh 

stopped totally, how can people 
(Sikhs) in Delhi or anywhere 
else outside Punjab be held 
responsible? This the Sikhs are 
no longer going to accept. 

It is important from the 
country's point of view that 
confidence in the Sikh 
community about their security 
and dignity is restored, which 
has been uprooted by the said 
happenings, otherwise another 
so called backlash is bound to 
create migration of the Sikhs to 
Punjab. For this purpose, the 
immediate steps suggested are. 

(a) The Bandhs on such 
occasions should not be 
allowed. 

(b) For self defence gun 
licences for the safety of 
gurdwaras and individual 
Sikhs should be issued on 
a priority basis. 

(c) Telephone connections 
should be given on a 
priority basis to 
gurdwaras. 

(d) Legal action must be to 
can those leaders who 
organise arson and 
looting as well as against 
the police which failed to 
be effective, and 

(e) 

The Delhi police needs to 
have effective representa- 
tion (of about 20% from 
each minority) which 
presently is overwhel- 
mingly staffed from 
Haryana. 

In some the myth of the 
backlash must be stopped 
if the country wants that 
minorities should have 
full faith in the 
government. 


Unite Against 
Terrorism 

R eacting to ever statesmen in our country rose 

increasing terrorist to the occasion and pressurise 

activities the Sikh Forum the government in finding a 
in a press release issued on 8 solution to the vexed Punjab 
August expressed: "the grim problem and not rest content 
escalation of terrorist activity in over just law and order aspect. 
Punjab during the last few days There is no dearth of vested 
is just another reminder of the interests who would like the 
tragic situation prevailing in the cauldron to continue boiling, 
state. The dastardly and brutal The country as one man must 
gunning down of more than 20 bend its energies to frustrate 
innocent persons underscores the diabolical designs of a small 
this catastrophe which is too group of terrorists. The public 
condemnable for words. The at large certainly wants the 
conscience of humanity revolts tangle to be solved 
over these ghastly murders of immediately, especially when 
people who have nothing to do our Prime Minister has played 
with the political turmoil and an active role in finding a 
were a segment of law abiding solution to the ethnic problem 
citizenry. of our neighbouring country, 

It was high time that Sri Lanka. 

Strengthen 

Prof. Darshan Singh’s 
Efforts: 

(From our correspondent) 

President of the Sikh Forum The withdrawl of Prof. 
Lt. Gen. J.S. Aurora (retd.) in a Darshan Singh from the centre 
press release issued on 10 stage for honourable 
August has extended Sikh termination of the stalemate 
Forum's full support to Prof, weakens this process. The Sikh 
Darshan Singhhnhiseffortsfor Forum urges upon all the right 
peaceful solution of the Punjab thinking people to extend their 
problem. The Forum has also whole-hearted support to him 
urged all sections of the society in his efforts to guide in the right 
to work in this direction. direction. All of us should also 

impress upon the Central 
The note say’s, The call given Government not to adopt 
by Prof. Darshan Singh, stubborn attitude but to find an 
Jathedar Akal Takhat at the amicable solution of the 
Convention on 4th August to problem, 
adopt peaceful and non-violent The Sikh Forum assures Prof, 
means for achieving solution of Darshan Singh of its full 
the Punjab problem and of support and sincerely requests 
Sikhs as a whole, is a sane him to respond to the Sikh 
course of action represents the sentiments to continue trying 
aspirations and resolve of the for an honourable solution of 
Sikh Panth. This also accords the problem. The Forum also 
with the Sikh traditions and has appeals to the militant Sikh 
been practised by the Sikh Youth to help these efforts to 
Gurus. resolve the crisis. 




With Best 
Compliment 

From 

Golden India 
Tiles Company 
(Pvt) Ltd. 

124, Industrial Area 
Chandigarh 
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Landslide Disaster In 
Himalayan Villages 

Navin Nautiyal 


T he night of July 17, 1986 
will not be easily 
forgotten by the people of 
Sirvari and Kyaki villages of 
Garhwal region in Western 
Himalayas. On this night of 
heavy rain two people of Sirvari, 
located in Deoprayag tehsil of 
Tehri district, were suddenly 
awakened by an explosion-like 
loud noise. The earth was also 
shaking. As terror-struck 
villagers emerged out of the 
houses, they learnt that a 
furious rivulet had turned its 
flow towards the village due to a 
landslide, carrying boulders 
and even trees with it. Some 
courageous villagers tried to 
turn its flow away from the 
village but did not succeed. 
Gajendra Singh saved over 20 
people from their houses but in 
the end he was himself carried 
away by the menacing waters; a 
sad end to an act of great 
courage. 

In all thirteen people of 
Sirwari lost their life, flooded 
away by the water or suffocated 
under the rubble brought by it. 
Prem Singh and Mohan Singh 
lost almost their entire families. 

On the same night a 
somewhat similar tragedy was 
being enacted several miles 
away in Kyaaki village of 
Chamoli district. In Jakmala 
village nine members out of the 
10 member family of Bahadur 
Singh were killed. In Kalsir 
village another man perished 
under the rubble on this dark 
and rainy night. 

Prevention 

S uch incidents of 
destruction caused by 
floods, landslides and 
cloud-bursts are repeated every 


year in Garhwal. To some 
extent these may be regarded 
as natural disasters but to some 
extent it it also true that caution 
and timely action can avert 
several of these tragedies. 

Prominent geologists have 
observed that the complex 
geological history of the 
Himalayas and the tectonic 
stresses which heaved up this 
range-geologlcally fhe 

youngest In the earth's history- 
have contributed to the 
aggravating of the earth s 
dynamic processes of 
weathering, erosion, mass 
wastage, seismicity etc. 
Therefore the development 
activities of man have to be 
carried out with great caution 
keeping In view these 
geological hazards. Neglect of 
this and implementation of 
thoughtless deforestation and 
construction policies, on the 
other hand, can Increase the 
threat from several disasters, 
especially landslides. 

Deforestation has contributed 
greatly to the damage from 
landslides. Trees, specially 
broad leaf species of trees by 
holding together soil and rocks 
by their root system help to 
stabilise the slopes while their 
large scale destruction can 
have the opposite effect. 
Although the ban on 
commercial exploitation of 
green trees has given some rest 
to Garhwal hills, destruction of 
trees continues in illegal ways 
and this when added to the 
deforestation that has taken 
place during decades of 
relentless commercial 

exploitation has become an 
important factor behind the 
large-scale damage from 




landslides. 

Indiscriminate Mining 

L ack of adequate caution at 
the time of road construc- 
tion including more 
damage to vegetation than what 
is strictly necessary, 
indiscriminate blasting, neglect 
of stabilisation work-all these 
have made road construction 
not just a development activity 
but also a destructive activity, 
responsible for triggering 
several landslides or increasing 
their possibility. At a recent 
regional seminar on road 
construction in Dehradun this 
destructive role of road- 
construction was sought to be 
denied, but several cases of 
landslides prove otherwise. 

In Kyaaki village the rubble 
deposited on roadside in the 
course of road construction 
work was pushed towards the 
village by rain, and the bigger 
slide was also carried due to 
hills being weakened in the 
course of blasting work, 
Similarly the destructive role of 
road-construction can be seen 
very clearly in Syaans village, 
on Tehri-Uttarkashi road. In 
fact this entire village its badly 
endangered. 


Indiscriminate mining work 
has been another Important 
cause of landslides in some 
areas. The damage done by 
limestone quarrying can be 
clearly seen at several places In 
Doon Valley. The habitation of 
Jhandu Khala, near the tourist 
resort of Sahastadhara, has 
been wiped out of existence by 
such landslides. Landslide 
rubble can be seen at places 
where once stood the lush 
green crop of basmati rice. Last 
year, in rubble brought by 
another land slide from a 
mining site near Mussoorie, 


commitment and vision to have 
risen to the occasion. Such men 
do not belong to the generation 
In which they are born; they 
belong to that rare 5 reed of men 
who shake history and give it a 
different direction. 

If the accord which he 
signed has not been 
implemented in the spirit in 
which it was conceived, Sant 
Longowal cannot be faulted for 
it. He is no more with us. Had he 
been alive, the same thing 
might have happened in spite of 
his being alive and around. To 
that extent his assassination, 


some quarry worker were 
buried and died. 

In recent years several highly 
destructive landslides have 
taken place in Garhwal causing 
loss of several lives and 
destruction of property. In 1979 
in Kontha village of Chamoli 
district 39 people were buried 
and perished under landslide. 
In 1980 in Gyansu village of 
Uttarkashi district floods and 
the debris brought by it claimed 


the life of 14 people. 

In several areas, permanent 
land slide zones have been 
formed. Rubble is constantly 
pouring down from the hills 
near Tilcha village, in Tehri 
district. At Kaliya Saur, near 
Rudraprayag in Chamoli 
district, there is a big land slide 
zone where the constantly 
sliding hill keeps disrupting the 
road. Labourers have to be 
employed in large numbers to 
remove or clear such road- 
blocks and other damage. Their 
work increases greatly during 
the rainy season. On several 


tragic though it was, saved him 
from the ignoming of being a 
party to the betrayal that has 
been perpetrated in his name. 

The only consolation that one 
can have is that as and when the 
Punjab situation is resolved in 
future, the Centre would have to 
conceed much more than it 
conceded in 1985. Even in his 
death, thus Sant Longowal 
continues to preside over the 
destinies of Punjab. More than 
anything else, it is his 
gentleness and nobility which 
come through despite the 
distance of history. 


occasions the bus-passengers, 
specially the pilgrims who have 
come here from long distances 
face severe hardship as their 
vehicles are held back for days 
due to slides. 

Instances of several 
habitations gradually sinking 
also exist. Tharali market in 
Chamoli district is reported to 
be sinking every year despite 
the protective work undertaken 
in the form of pillars. 
Improperly constructed soil- 
conservation works have 
ironically further endangered 
the grazing animals in the form 
of loose stones travelling down 
with great speed. Bhirnu village 
near Fakot and Kumarkhera 
village near Narendranagar are 
also reported to be gradually 
sinking. 

According to official figures 
for the damage caused by 
landslides and cloud-during the 
last one year for just one district 
Tehri, 19200 people in 275 
villages were affected, 16 
persons and 66 animals 
perished, crops over 246 
hectares of land were damaged 
or destroyed, 77 housesentirely 
and 281 houses were partially 
destroyed. Damaged in 
monetary terms was estimated 
at Rs. 43 millions (to be 
concluded) 


Mg — I.. — - ... 



Prominent geologists have observed that the complex 
geological history of the Himalayas and the tectonic stresses 
which heaved up this range-geologically the youngest in the 
earth’s history-have contributed to the aggravating of the earth’s 
dynamic processes of weathering, erosion, mass wastage, 
seismicity etc. Therefore the development activities of man have to 
be carried out with great caution keeping in view these geological 
hazards. Neglect of this and implementation of thoughtless 
deforestation and construction policies, on the other hand, can 
increase the threat from several disasters, especially landslide?. 


Sant Longowal 

Continued from page 8 
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• Minority Rights 

• Civil Liberties 

• Equality for Women 

• Democratic Values 

• Environmental Protection 


The Meaning of 4th 
August 


The convention called by Jathedar Darshan Singh at Amritsar on 
4th August, 1987, has been interpreted in a number of ways. 
Without claiming too much for it there are two aspects of it which 
stand out clearly. Even if negatived in practice today, their 
significance need not be underrated. 

Two things that stand out In bold belief are the vote against 
secession and the bullet. 

From the beginning of the 80's it had been implied and said 
repeatedly that what was happening in Punjab was an attempt to 
establish Khalistan. Dr. Jagjit Singh Chauhan who lives in London 
was said to be the chief protagonist of the demand. Whether by 
design or accident he made statements which supported such a 
contention because the ruling party at the centre wanted 
confirmation of much an allegation. 

Bhindranwale never owned up that position. But when asked 
specifically, he said that if it was handed over to him, he would not 
decline either. Formally speaking, the Akali Dal was opposed to it. 
But it did not combat the notion as vigorously as it could and 
should have done. 

Altogether, the impression that got around was that whatever 
was happening in Punjab, and, particularly the terrorist killings, 
were nothing but a move towards Khalistan. The ruling party at the 
Centre projected this idea with an uncommon degree of 
persistence and utilised the electronic media to alienate the Sikh 
from the rest of the country with devastating effect. The print media 
too played its not unaccustomed role. What The Akali Dal failed to 
see during the years before the Bluestar Operation was the steady 
and inexorable erosion in its credibility. The rest of the country 
believe that what was happening was nothing but an attempt to 
establish Khalistan and to quite an extent Pakistan was behind this 
move. 

What the Akali Dal overlooked at that time was the fact that it was 
being alienated from the rest of the country. In consequence when 
the Bluestar Operation took place, there was very little sympathy 
for the Sikhs. Most people thought that the right thing had been 
done, ugly and painful as it might be. What followed in November, 
’84, was more or less an extension though a brutal 
one, of the same divide between the Sikh and the rent of country 
that had taken place over the years. 

While there: is no doubt that certain forces were interested in 
creating such a divide, it must be at the same time said that in a 
move by force of circumstances than by choice, collaborated with 
the ruling party at the Centre in confirming this widespread belief. 
So much of killing and suffering could have been avoided had there 
been greater clarity in terms of objectives and strategy on its part. 

Nothing brought Rajiv Gandhi to power more decisively than 
what had happened in the period immediately preceding the last 
general election. While the Rajiv Longowal Accord might have 
been flawed in a numberof ways and its implementation sabotaged 
by the ruling party, two aspects of it cannot be wished away. One 
was Sant Longowal-categorical stand that he was not in favour of 
secession and secondly that the believed in peaceful settlement of 
issue. That legacy has stayed with the Indian polity while so much 
of what was expected and promised has failed to materialise. This 
must never be forgotten. The motives of those who do so require to 
be questioned. 

In a way, more or less the same thing happened on 4th August, 
1987. Everybody including the militants had their say. The final 
decision, however, was to vote against the secession and against 
the use of force. Those who have chosen to be a little sceptical of 
these two affirmations and there is no dearth of them have failed to 
recognise one thing. A community which has gone through hell fire 
during the last few years and is subject to unrermitting suspicion 
has affirmed its faith in the democratic process. 

It has done so despite the betrayal of the last Accord signed with 
no one else than the Prime Minister of India. It has done so despite 
all the political games that are being played and all the repression 
that is being carried out. The word repression might stick in the 
throats of some people. They would say that what dlse can you do if 
killings continue to take place. According to them, intensified 
repression is what is called for. 

In other words, it is intelligent use of repression which works. 
What we are witnessing today is senseless use of repression. 
Terrorists are being killed and perhaps quite a few hundreds of 
them will get killed in the months and years to come if thingsgoon 
as they are going on at present. But that will not mean the end of 
terrorism. This is for the simple reason that while old terrorists are 
being killed, new ones are being born. Any one who knows about 
Punjab knows that this is precisely what is happening. 

It is time therefore to re examine old assumptions. 


Sant Longowal : A 
Rememberance 


A few weeks after Sant 
Longowal was assassina- 
ted, I wrote something to 
this effect in a newspaper 
article. 

There were three chief 
protagonists in the Punjab 
tragedy, Mrs. Indra Gandhi, 
Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindrawala 
and Sant Longowal. Courage 
may be conceeded to each one 
of them; they gave evidence of it 
in the fact that they died. But 
nobility belongs to Sant 
Longowal alone. 

Two years later, there does 
not seem to be any occasion to 
change that opinion. If 
anything, the passage of time 
has confirmed the view that the 
most outstanding feature of 
Sant Longowal's character and 
achievement was the attribute 
of nobility in him. 

What gave him nobility was 
the fact of his death for a noble 
cause. A few months before he 
was killedeWhen it was put to 
him that (hei should conduct 
negotiation with the Central 
Government to sort out the 
Punjab problem, he agreed to 
do so, though somewhat 
hesitatingly. He was not 
convinced that the Centre's 
word could be relied upon; 
experience on several earlier 
occasions had shown that 
understandings were worked 
out, even formalised in some 
cases but seldom implemented. 

Promises and 
Betrayals 

I t was this history of 
repeated promises and 
betrayals that held him back. 
In fact the first thing that he is 
reported to have said to the Pri me 
Minister when he met him in 
Delhi for the negotiation was 
more or less to this effect. In 
coming to have talks with you, I 
have trusted your word. I am a 
simple man who does not 
understand complexities of 
politics, I am told that you too 
are willing to settle things. That 
is what has persuaded me to 
come. I only hope that this trust 
would be fully reciprocated 
In response he was assured 
not to have any misgivings. 
How well founded was that 


assurance can be seen from the 
way that the Accord has been 
since implemented. It is not 
without irony that Prakash 
Singh Badal who did not 
accompany him to Delhi for 
talks said subsequently that he 
had warned Sant Longowal 
against relying on the Centre's 
word. As he put it “It is for 
everybody to judge who was 
right who was wrong”. 

To talk about the various 
commissions in regard to water 
and boundary issuesshould not 
be necessary. The only honest 
comment that one can make 
about those involved in these 
inquiries commission and 
counciouness is that hardly any 
one of them has brought credit 
to the profession to which they 
belong. There is at least one 
thing that can be said in 
defence of these enquiries and 
commissions: the issues were 
controversial and if they did not 
choose to be courageous, at 
least there was some 
explanation. 

What one would like to know 
is what is the explanation for the 
solemnunderstanding given and 
dishonered In order to develop 
Punjabi, an agency like the 
Urdu Promotion Board would 
be established and a minimum 
of one crore would be placed at 
its disposal and one of its 
principal jobs would be to 
provide teachers for teaching 
Punjabi in schools. In states like 
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, 
UB, Rajasthan etc. wherever 
there is a demand by the 
parents for instruction in 
Punjabi for their children it is 
up to the state government to 
provide a teacher in Punjabi. If it 
chooses to make a teacher 
available, fine. If it chooses not 
to do so, there is little that can 
be done to solve the problem. 
To overcome this difficulty, it 
was decided to establish a 
Punjabi Development Board 
with all India Jurisdiction and 
the necessary funding. 

This proposal was not 
described in this manner in the 
Accord. But in the 
understanding that was 
reached, this was clearly 
elaborated and accepted. What 


— Amrik Singh 

happened to this proposal? 
After a number of false starts, 
the National Book Trust has 
been given the responsibility to 
develop Punjabi. 

If there is one moral which 
should be clear from the 
details given above, it is nothing 
other than what most people in 
Punjab have already didrawn, 
the Centre's word is not to be 
trusted. This feeling is so 
widespread that no publicmen 
with any intention to remain in 
political life will ever again sign 
an Accord with the Centre. The 
experience of 1985 has been so 
decisive in the matter that there 
should be no room for any 
doubt or ambiguity. 

Nobility 

W ith every day that has 
passed the fact of Sant 
Longowal's nobility has 
registered itself more and more 
deeply on the minds of people. 
The Accord that he worked out 
could be objected to and has 
been objected to by a numberof 
people. In other words, it 
cannot be claimed that what 
Sant Longowal did was perfect 
or free from fault but the fact 
that after having analysed the 
situation he came to the 
conclusion that Punjab was a 
part of India and diferences had 
to be settled through 
negotiations and not through 
bullets were two crucial 
decisions which gave a new 
direction to the Punjab 
situation after the gruesome 
killings of 1984. 

It required extraodinary 
courage and statesmanship to 
have come to that conclusion at 
that particular time. Today it is 
equally courageous on the part 
of some people that they are 
adopting a similar line of 
approach. The initiative 
requires to be applauded 
without question but It should 
never be forgotten that path 
was shown by Sant Longowal. 
He adopted this line of 
approach within one year of 
Operation Bluestar and the 
November ’84 killings of Delhi. 
The wounds were still fresh and 
It required a man of his 
Continued from page 7 



Sant Harchand Singh Longowal with Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi alter signing the accord. 
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Punjabi Press -a 
Divided Lot 


D uring the fifties, the Akali 
Dal, which was spear- 
heading the struggle for 
a separate unilingnal Punjabi- 
speaking state, brought out a 
number of pamphlet-type 
papers like the Jathedar, 
Prabhat, Quami Dard etc. But 
all of these failed to survive for 
long because of the internecine 
fighting among the Akalis. 
However, the Ajit and the Akali 
Patrika tried to maintain a 
semblance of independence 
and shunned any factional 
affiliation. 

During this period the 
Punjabi press and its opponent 
the ‘Mahasha’ press literally 
called each other names in a 
series of editorials for weeks on 
end. 

These editonals were 
invariably signed ones-a 
privilege editors of the 
Jalandhar press enjoy even 
now. Prominent among these 
were Ajit's editor Sadhu Singh 
Hamdard, Akali Patrika's editor 
Shadi Singh and Hind 
Samachar group of papers’ 
editor-in-chief Lala Jagat 
Narain. 

The practice was given up 
only after they passed away in 
quick succession. But their 
questionable practice of 
addressing a committed 
readership is being dutifully 
followed by their successors. 

Nawan Zamana-a Com- 
munist Party of India’s Punjabi 
daily from Jalandhar, rarely 
indulges in these malpractices. 
But being tightly tagged on to 
an ideologically committed and 
cadre-based party, it has a 
limited readership and 
influence. Lok Lehar, theCPM’s 
Punjabi daily, is no different. It, 
too, has, a limited circulation 
and influence. 

With the advent of the Janata 
rule in 1977, the press in the 
country tried to emerge as a 
defender and preserver of the 
democracy. This had its impact 
on the Punjabi press too. For 
the first time it decided to reach 
the people at the grass-root 
level. About this time, the 
Tribune Trust decided to 
publish a Punjabi daily. Not to 
be outwitted, the Hind 
Samachar Group, of papers 
jumped into the "hated” sphere 
of Punjabi language with the 
publication of its Punjabi daily- 
Jag Bani. 

In the early eighties, the 
Punjabi press started shedding 
its patent style bodering on 
yellow journalism and started 
copying the English press. But 
it failed to cut across communal 
lines and has not given up its 
tendency to patronise different 
and distinct sections of 
readership. 

At present, the Punjabi press 
has four papers worth 
mentioning. They are the Ajit, 
the Akali Patrika and the Jag 
Bani-all Jalandhar-based and 
the Punjabi Tribune from 
Chandigarh. 

How they react to political 


developments in the strife-torn 
state only exposes their 
partisan role. Their news- 
reporting is subjective. An 
analysis of their reaction to the 
imposition of the President’s 
rule in May last will illustrate 
this point. 

Not unexpectedly, the Ajit 
and the Akali Patrika criticised 
it though in somewhat mild 
terms. The Punjabi Tribune 
stuck to the over-all policy of 
the Tribune group of papers. It 
viewed it as an offshoot of the 
Centre’s policy of political 
expediency. But, simultaneously 
it favoured strong measures to 
contain terrorism. 

On the other hand, Jag Bani, 
known for its anti-Sikh bias, 
hailed the President’s rule. It 
had, for long, been pleading for 
army rule in Punjab to deal with 
the extremists. The Lok Lehar is 
more critical than Nawan 
Zamana. 

The Ajit reported people’s 
reaction to the President’s rule 
as a 'mixed one’. The majority of 
people in the state were 
indifferent to the removal of the 
Barnala government. 

Understandably, the number of 
people who resented the 
dismissal was less than those 
who hailed it. However, it does 
not mean that they welcomed 
the President’s rule. In its 
editorial note, the paper 
observed, it would further 
alienate the Sikhs and not solve 
the Punjab problem. 
Retrenchment of some 
employees following the 
President's rule, it says, will also 
add to the hardening of 
attitudes against the Delhi 
Durbar. 

Expressing its reservations 
about the President’s rule, the 
paper says, “There is an urgent 
need for implementation of the 
Punjab accord to mollify the 
lacerated feelings ofthe Sikhs. 
The government has already 
witnessed the futility of such 
measures and strong arm 
tactics in the past which not 
only failed to contain the 
activities of the extremists but 
also led to alienation of the Sikh 
youth. /- 

In its editorial note on May 25, 
The Ajit lists discriminations 
meted out to Punjab since 
independence. It warns that if 
the “discriminations continues 
there is no scope of any 
solution to the Punjab 
Problem." 

The paper also highlights the 
newsitems relating to increase 
of violence, the number of fake 
encounters during the six 
weeks of President's rule. A 
large number of articles about 
the lack of clear cut directions 
to the Punjab Governor from 
the Centre, which have further 
complicated the situation in the 
state, have also been published. 

It also carried articles exposing 
increase in corruption and 
excesses committed by the 
police and the para-military 
forces. 


Jaspal 

The Akali Patrika is more 
critical and categorical in 
saying that state terrorism is no 
answer to the Punjabi problem. 
It, however, also advises the 
Sikh youth not to resort to 
violence because violence 
cannot solve any problem. 

In its editorial note on May 22, 
the paper points out that 
stepped up harassment of the 
Sikh youth and their 
indiscriminate arrests will only 
make the situation even more 
intractable. 

It pleads for immediate 
stoppage of the false 
encounters. 

The paper is categorical in 
advocating a political solution. 
In its editorial note, on June 13, 
it squarely held the Akali 
leadership responsible for the 
present deplorable situation in 
Punjab. The Akalis in their 
unquenchable thirst for power 
and their brazen pursuit of 
unprincipled politics have 
pushed the entire community 
into a quagmire. They are 
instrumental in the elimination 
of the Sikh youths, their 
harassment, torture and 
deterioration of the state 
economy. The paper says that 
the Akalis cannot ' absolve 
themselves of the responsibility 
of bringing untold miseries to 
the Punjabis. They are the 
enemies of the younger 
generation, the paper asserts. 

Over all the Ajit and the Akali 
Patrika give the impression that 
the Presidents rule was 
imposed with an eye on the then 
ensuing Haryana elections and 
for other partisan political ends. 
Ridden with internal 
contradictions as it is, the 
Centre will further complicate 
the situation thereby rendering 
it almost insoluble. 

As far as presentation of the 
newsitems and display of the 
, photographs, these papers do 
not show any difference with 
the Jag Bani. Allot them carry a 
newsagency report giving a 
daily round-up of the extremist 
activities in Punjab. They have 
been generally presenting the 
news in the manner the English 
press is doing. 

From the eruption of the 
Punjab problem Jag Bani has 
been maintaining that it is a law 
and order problem. Its solution 
lies in complete eradication of 
the extremists. It, therefore, 
sees in the President’s rule an 
administrative plank for dealing 
sternly with the terrorists. It has 
never tried to explore the 
causes of the birth and growth 
of Sikh terrorism but has always 
held that the terrorists and 
Khalistani elements are a grave 
danger to the unity and integrity 
of the country. Its ostensible 
national outlook has made it 
oblivious to the fact that by 
clubbing common crimes with 
terrorist acts and by 
publishing spinechilling 

photographs of the killed and 
injured on its front-page, it is 
only further dividing the Indian 


nation on communal lines. 

Jag Bani, in its editorial note 
on May 24, advocates that all 
political parties should extend 
full support to the Punjab 
Governor, Mr. S. S. Ray, in 
dealing with the biggest 
problem of terrorism. It warns 
them that if the terrorists were 
not liquidated during the 
President's rule, there would be 
no chance of popular rule in the 
state. 

All these papers have 
different readership. However, 
the Akalis read the Jag Bani to 
know the views of their 
adversary. 

The Punjabi Tribune 
represents a sober outlook 
towards the problem. Its style is 
more or less the same as that of 


its sister English daily— the 
Tribune. It carries the editorials 
of the Tribune and generally 
tries to be secular and objective 
in tis approach and 
presentation. 

However, the paper does not 
fail to highlight the fake 
encounters and increasing 
sense of insecurity among both 
the communities. It recently 
carried a survey, apart from 
other exposures, about how 
during the President's rule the 
police and the paramilitary 
forces enjoy unlimited powers 
and occassionally on the 
collision course with the civil 
authorities. In sum, Punjabi 
press is as divided on sharp 
commounal lines as the people 
of Punjab. 


Book Review 

ASIAN 
REPUBLICS 
OF USSR 

Asian Republics 

USSR by Shiela Gujral New Delhi, Gowarsons, PP 
85, and 21 plates 1987, 

Rs. 25.00 


M ost people know the 
USSR as a land of the 
first communist 

revolution or as one of the two 
superpowers in the world 
today. Very few are aware of the 
multinational character of the 
Soviet Union and its success in 
solving the nationalities 
question, which early in the 
century was extremely acute. 

According to the 1897 
population census, Russia, one 
of the worlds largest countries, 
had people speaking 146 
languages and dialects. The 
objectively progressive 

character of the unification of 
the peoples of Russia was at 
varience with the form it 
assumed. The accession of 
various territories to Russia 
meant not only unification of 
many non-russian-speaking 
peoples with the Russian 
people, but also their 
subjugation to the Tsarist rule. 
That is why the big and small 
nations of Russia identified 
Tsarism not only with class 
oppression but also with the 
tyranny of national inequality. 

After the October 1917 
Revolution, the Soviet 
Goverment proclaimed the 
main principles of the Soviet 
nationalities in the Declaration 
of rights of the people of Russia 
published in November policy: 
the equality and sovereignty of 
the peoples of Russia; the right 
of national self determination 
up to secession and the 
formation of the independent 
states; the abolition of all 
national and religious 
privileges and restrictions; the 
free development of the 
national minorities and ethnic 
groups. 

Consequently, the new state 
considered it necessary to set 
up autonomous administrative 
units on the basis of a 
population dwelling in a 
compact area, possessing 
specific features of everyday 
life and a definite national 
make-up, a certain measure of 
economic integrity, clearly 
defined territorial and state 
bodies largely staffed by people 


of the local nationality. These 
factors gave rise to 
autonomous regions. At 
present the National-State 

structure consists of 
Autonomous Republics, 

Autonomous Regions and 
Autonomous Areas. 

The main federating units of 
Russia are Autonomous 

Republics which are 14 in 
number. OuLof these 14 Soviet 
Republics, f are in the Asian 
region of the country. 
Unfortunately, maybe because 
of academic and general 

interest having been 
concentrated towards 

communist and superpower 
aspects of the USSR the Socio- 
cultural and economic side of 
these republics have generally 
remained neglected. Shiela 
Gujral, who has spent 

reasonabily long years in 
Russia in the small book 
undertakes the significant task 
introducing the Asian 
Republics. It is more important 
in view of the fact that the 
eastern Soviet Republics five of 
which Uzbekistan, Tadjikistan, 
Kazakistan, Turkmanisan, and 
Kirgizia) formed Turkistan in 
ancient times and two 
neighbouring Republics of 
Armenia and Auzerbeijan have 
strong cultural links with India. 

Shiela Gujral makes a short 
survey of the socio-cultural and 
economic structures of the 
Republics as independent 
entities and as a part of the 
Soviet Union. She also provides 
statistical data through 
Appendices on various aspects 
of developmental, demographic 
and social aspects of these 
Republics. 

The author opines that all 
these 7 Republics have made 
steady and swift progress, 
especially in the initial years of 
their separate identity. There is 
happy co-existence between 
the people of all religions and 
all communities. Folk art and 
folk music is encouraged in 
every region. However she 
points out that of late the 
economic progress in these 
regions has slowed down 
Continued on page 75 
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Indo-Sri Lanka 
Accord 

Continued from page 1 


How the Lanka 
accord was made 


viciously, It It In the 1980t that 
violence on the Tamil tide and 
reprettlve totalitarian 

measures on the Sinahalese 
side have fed each other. 

Remarkably, ever since the 
United National Party, under 
the presidency of Jayawardene, 
attained an invincible majority 
status with the referendum of 
December 1982, the Tamil 
insurgents have stepped up 
their spordic guerilla attacks on 
the security forces stationed in 
the north. And the government 
has retaliated with the 
imposition of more repressive 
military rule. 

Since 1983, when horrendous 
riots in the late July and early 
August had brought the 
situation to a boil, the problem 
became acute 

India’s Concern 

I ndia's concern with the 
problem has been for many 
reasons. The plight of 
Tamils, being of Indian origin 
and Tamil speaking has always 
been taken note of by Indian 
Tamils. Also as a result of 
majority and state repression a 
large number of Sri Lankan 
Tamils have been arriving in 
tamil Nadu as refugees. Finally 
as a result of insurrgency 
efforts for militarization of 
Indian Ocean have been ever 


continuing. 

India, therefore, started to 
play a role, But for all these 
years not much headway was 
made. In the given situation 29 
July Accord almost came as a 
surprise to many. Still all said 
and done, the accord has been, 
in geneal, welcomed. However 
a number of questions are also 
coming to the fore. 

Most important is that were 
the Tamil militant groups really 
involved in the negotiations? 
The way Mr. V. Prabakaran the 
leader of most important 
militant group, liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Ealam (LTTE), was 
brought to India, reportedly on 
some promises and then kept at 
Ashoka Hotels almost in 
isolation gives credit to this 
suspection. Then in spite of all 
i publicity to the acceptance of 
surrender of Arms by LTTE 

group there is report of 
Prabakaran having said that he 
accepts the accord. And 

according to a report on 16 

August the LTTE has 

suspended the laying down of 
arms. 

All these issues raise a basic 
question; why and how this 
accord was reached? Pran 
Chopra in a recent article in 
IndianExpress deals with this 
question in detail. We are 
reproducing that also for the 
benefit of readers. 



Returing home after peace. 


Pran Chopra 



W ith the Indo-Sri Lanka 
accord going well, it 
might seem unnecessary 
to discuss how it was made and 
what yielded to clear the way for 
it so suddently. but it is in 
India's interests that we 
understand which of the many 
things India tried has worked 
and which did not. That would 
help us discover to which we 
should turn again if problems 
arose in future. Wrong 
explanations accepted now will 
only encourage wrong actions 
in future. 

Among the most wrong is an 
explanation most favoured in 
India by a breed of chauvinists 
whose numbers grow in the 
same proportion, and for the 
same tragic reasons, that 
India's confidence in itself as a 
nation falls; only the insecure 
become chauvinists. This 
explanation is that we brought 
Sri Lanka to its knees by 
sending our air force teaming 
into its air space on June 4 
when it refused to let our relief 
supply boats reach the 
beleaguered Tamils on June 2. 
Any such belief is contradicted 
by a lot that happened after 
June 4. In spite of the warning 
supposedly given by IAF that 
next time India might hit harder, 
Sri Lanka did not permit India to 
send a single ton of supplies to 
the Tamils until India accepted 
the condition Sri Lanka had 
imposed at the very start, on 
June 1, that the "modalities" of 
relief must be worked out first. 
When India did finally agree to 
that, Sri Lanka firmly twisted 
India's tail: it imposed 

conditions which were 
insultingly stiff, as one could 
show if there were space here to 
do so. And after making India 
jump through that ring Sri 
Lanka rushed its own supplies 
to Jaffna first, making India’s 
look like a limping runner. 

In the second week of June 
Sri Lanka slowed down its on- 
going military offensive 
somewhat, raising hopes in 
New Delhi that the warning had 
gone home. But inthefollowing 
days Sri Lanka severely 


bombed Tamil positions in 
ground and air attacks, thus 
announcing it would relent only 
when it decided to do so. And 
finally in announcing 
abatement of its offensive it 
added the taunt that the attacks 
had done their job. No 
crumbling to its knees here by 
Sri Lanka. In the meantime it 
was India which retreated, from 
such impatience earlier over 
“modalities” that it would not 
spare a single day for 
discussing them, to spending 
two weeks in swallowing one 
stiff condition after another. 
These were two weeks of the 
maximum Sri Lanka 
abrasiveness towards Indian 
wishes. 

Misleading explanation 

A second misleading 
explanation is that Sri 
Lanka was forced to give 
new and better terms and was 
allowed to get peace in return 
for them. Wrong. The terms of 
the political dispensation given 
to Tamils in the accord are not 
very different from those at the 
end of last year, and to the 
extent they are diferent they are 
less good, especially regarding 
the most crucial single 
question, namely whether all 
Tamil majority areas in what are 
today the northern and eastern 
provinces can come together 
under a single politico- 
administrative umbrella. 

As I pointed out in an earlier 
article on August6th theaccord 
is firmly anchored upon terms 
which were evolved in earler 
discussions between the two 
countries. Article 2.15 of the 
accord stipulates that the 
agreement is "conditional to an 
acceptance of proposals 
negotiated from 4.5.1986 to 
19.12.1 986”. This makes the 
present agreement an integral 
part of the proposals negotiated 
over those seven months, and 
those are themselves a closely- 
knit whole. In this tight 
progression from stage there 
was no scope for sudden leaps 
to new ground but only for 
amplifying, clarifying and 


consolidating the details. But 
one consequence of all the 
delay and the haggling has 
been that compared with the 
proposals evolved on 
December 19, that issix months 
before the warning flight of IAF 
Mirages, the present accord 
makes it less likely, not more, 
that Tamils of the eastern 
province will be able to come 
together with the Tamils of the 
northern province. Their hope 
has ben made more vulnerable 
toSinghala opposition. 

There are three types of 
Tamils in Sri Lanka: those of 
very recent Indian origin, still 
genrally known as "Indian" 
Tamils, who have insignificant 
numbers in the eastern 
province; HinduTamilsof much 
earlier origin, known as Sri 
Lankan Tamils; and Muslim 
Tamils, also referred to as 
Moors. Historically there has 
not been much love lost 
between the three. Lately the 
first category has drawn a little 
closer to the second. But the 
historical gulf between Moors 
and Tamils has been 
aggravated by the Tamil 
militancy and the non-Tamil 
reaction to it, and the Moors 
have been made bolder in their 
traditional ambition to hold the 
balance between Tamils and 
Singhalas in the eastern 
province, for which they do 
have the necessary numbers 
there as well as the skill. 

Tamil aspirations 

O ut of the three districts of 
the eastern province, in 
the Batticaloa district 
there are roughly three Sri 
Lanka Tamils for every Moor 
and twenty for every Singhala; 
in the Trincomalee district the 
three communities are roughly 
equally balanced butthe Tamils 
have the edge; and in the 
Amparai district there are 
roughly two Moors and almost 
two Singhalas for every Tamil. 
In the province as a whole, the 
Tamils are significantly 
outnumbered by the others and 
Continued on page 14 
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The Woes of a 
Common Name 


— Mohinder Singh 


F or years I' . II soon be 
facing fifty I have 
withstood the woes of a 
common name. Several 
Surinders in school, a couple in 
the college class and now one 
in office serving soft drinks or 
tea. For anything in 
alphabetical order these 
occasion are far more 
numerous than one believes 
I've waited my turn at the tail 
end. On telephone not a few 
tricky moments identifying 
oneself. 

"Oh, Surinder Singh, the 
police inspector!” 

"No, I'm Surinder Singh who 
writes for papers." 

Persons seeking my phone 
number have been known to 
give up straight-away when 
confronted with hundreds of 
Surinders in the Directory 
Communications mostly bills 
meant for a co-name have a way 
of reaching me. The good wife 
isn’t amused, called Mrs 
Surinder Singh. She feels, she 
gets clubbed or confused with 
other far-humbler ones. 

My mother tells me, the Holy 
Granth reading on the name- 
giving day had fixed ‘S'. I was 
considered too volatile for 
something as sober as Sant 
Singh, Sadhu Singh or Sucha 
Singh. She says, I was so good- 
looking, she wanted to name 
me Sohan till everyone opted 
for SurinderThey could as well 
have given me an unusual one : 
Sandoor Singh or Supari Singh 
the way they have Bagichi 
Singh or Buta Singh. The 
standard names hardly a 
hundred or so are clearly in 
short supply. Perhaps that’s 
why you’re often required to 
give your father’s name 
although that worthy may have 
nothing to do with the subject of 
your application or disclosure. 

Father much later told me, we 
the guru’s egalitarian Sikhs, 
were to shun affixing sub- 
castes of family-names; now I 
know, our sub-caste is socially 
rather low*l could have retained 
my boyhood nickname but it 
was far too uncomplimentary 
(incidentally those days your 
name had better be short, it was 
mostly shouted). So I’m 
saddled with this common 
name for my mortal days (no 
prospects of it lasting after me). 
It's funny how a name, almost 
casually given, becomes over 
years an itegral part of you; 
possibly as relevant as your 
face. Dogs are associated with 
their names. Women marrying 
have their trauma of the name- 
change, though partial at that. 
Manabendra Nath Roy, the 
famous M.N. Roy is known to 
most of us under his assumed 
name. He was Narendra 
Bhattacharya. 

I admit, this common name 
has not been an unmitigated 
nuisance. Acquaintances keep 
on crediting me with the 
writings of another Surinder 
Singh. Who knows, some 
benefit of mistaken identity may 
also accrue if ever I come to 
adverse notice publicly? The 



name isn’t too long not a 
Srinivasavardhan (initials 

would be extra) to be squeezed 
on forms and cheques, and is 
no bother to stenotypists. And 
delectably, in our community 
this name. is shared alike by 
men and women; lucky there 
isn't the complication of my 
marrying one so blessed. 

I had learnt to live with my 
parent-given name till it’s now 
started figuring in Suspect 
Lists. Let alone the Government 
of India's Suspect List (of late, 
fast burgeoning with Sikh 
names), but one Surinder Singh 


is supposed to have done some 
harm abroad. At least, the US 
and British Suspect Lists seem 
to carry such a name. So when I 
journey to New York or London, 
the immigration official looks at 
his computer (in UK they still 
work with dictionary-like 
books), and then looks intently 
at me (you get a funny feeling 
being looked at like that). He's a 
bit puzzled he wasn't expecting 
a clean-shaven Surinder Singh. 
One can see an expression 
resembling irritation; he’s irked, 
he can’t clear passengers fast. I 
I generally try to break the 


embarrassed silence by making 
a typipal joke, “Oh, our jails are 
full of Surinder Singhs. A very 
common name there.” The Joke 
mostly misfires. And then I 
venture, "Please check the 
other particulars,” which 
probably he has done by now. 
Sometimes the man gives a 
half-smile; maybe, at the futility 
of his job. And I’m waved in-my 
shirt soaked wet with the fear- 
induced sweat. It wouldn’t be 
my idea of fun to be detained for 
questioning while the wife joins 
our son and daughter-in-law 
come to the Kennedy Airport. 

But the worst is reserved for 
returning to one’s own country 
(prior to that, Customs was the 
sole scare). The fellow here has 
also by now got some kind of a 
computer (hope, someday 
these machines could display 
the matching photograph too). 
And often, he seems almost 
elated, having stumbled upon a 


terrorist. As a matter of policy 
the wife is put in front. She can, 
at least, capture a trolley and 
heave the heavy luggage 
making its rounds over the 
conveyor belt. I am generally 
asked to step aside, obviously 
destined for handling by a 
superior hovering there (in the 
West, they don’t break queues 
that way). 

With the kind of looks one 
gets, a joke would be out of 
order. Finally they let me in. in 
fact, I don’t understand how an 
Indian citizen can be prevented 
from returning to his homeland. 
He could well be apprehended 
as he steps out but you can’t 
hold him up at the immigration 
desk. 

Sometimes I wonder, I should 
alter my name, at least add 
something to it. But then more 
than half my life, it’s been with 
-ne; it’s become a part of me. 
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Paper Flowers 

usha priyamvada 


G opal stirred. He 
suddenly realized that 
he had spent practically 
the whole day sitting and 
reading in the library. He put 
back the newspaper, stretched 
his limbs and started to go 
down the step. His hand 
touched his pocket where he 
had put the paper on which he 
had jotted down a few 
addresses of jobs available. He 
knew it would be useless, but he 
took them down anyway. Now 
he let out a deep breath, almost 
a sigh. Gopal refused to think 
about the job anymore. He 
wanted to go home and have a 
cup of tea. It was evening but he 
could see the last slice of sun 
sinking behind the broken 
mosque. The street was 
crowded with people going 
home after the day’s work. He 
thought he saw a man who still 
worked in the same office, but 
he passed Gopal without 
looking at him. Gopal tried to 
convince himself that it wasn’t 
deliberate. 

The front door of his house 
was open and he went straight 
to his room to avoid meeting his 
mother and Brinda, his sister. 
The room seemed to be bare 
and he realized at once that the 
rug from the floor was missing. 
The crystal flower vase was on 
the windowsill, looking dusty 
and forlorn. Gopal gently 
picked it up. Tomorrow I shall 
buy some paper flowers for it, 
he thought. There had been a 
time when Kusum used to bring 
roses by the armloads and 
spend hours arranging them in 
his room. Gopal threw his coat 
on the chair and sat on the bed 
untying his shoelaces. Don't 
think of her, he told himself, that 
is passed now, dead and buried. 
She is going to be married to a 
rich, fat income-tax officer. 
Everything has its price, even 
Kusum. Maybe she will be 
happier with him. Plenty of 
money. No worries. His effort at 
being objective brought back 
all the pain and hurt. He looked 
around the room and wished 
there was someone to take care 
of him. He wished that he had a 
job so that he could go to work 
every morning, instead of 
walking aimlessly and reading 
all the news. 

Outside, a dust storm was 
about to break and Gopal could 
feel the dust in his nostrils as he 
breathed. He looked out of the 
big, bare window and saw that 
the sky was muddy yellow. A 
few fallen leaves whirled round 
and round in the middle of the 
road before being scattered by 
the wind. 

His mother must have heard 
him coming, for she called him 
to come and have tea. This was 
a ritual he had once enjoyed . He 
used to come from the work in 
the evening and entertain his 
mother and Brinda with little, 
funny anecdotes. Many times 
there was Kusum too, helping 
his mother make samosa which 
he liked with his tea. 

Gopal went to the Kitchen and 
found that Brinda had not yet 
come down from her room 
upstairs. He pulled a wooden 
sitting board towards himself 


and sat down. Neither he nor his 
mother said anything for some 
time. She no longer asked how 
he had spent the day. She 
looked at him once or twice. 
Gopal knew she wanted to say 
something. He waited. 

“Mr. and Mrs. Misra came to 
see me today again,” she 
started hesitantly. “They said 
that your horoscope matched 
their daughter's .If you agree to 
marry her they will find a job for 
you." 

Mr. and Mrs. Misra had been 
trying hard to find a husband for 
their daughter for years, but as 
she was neither good-looking 
nor educated they were facing 
great difficulty. Gopal knew 
that in his present jobless 
situation he seemed an easy 
catch. They had not had the 
courage to . approach his 
mother earlier when Gopal had 
a job, but then, of course he was 
engaged to Kusum and he 
would have been married if he 
had not been fired. 

"This girl's uncle is 
something big in the Education 
Ministry and Mrs. Misra said 
that, since you were well 
qualified, there wouldn’t be any 
difficulty," his mother said. 

“If the jobs were so easy, I 
wouldn’t have been looking for 
one so Long” 

“Ah, yes, but then you have 
no recommendation." A gleam 
of hope shot into his mother’s 


eyes. Gopal noted it and felt 
sad. How easy it would be to 
make her happy. She had borne 
all the disappointments of her 
life bravely, her widowhood, the 
struggle to bring two children 
up, the defeat of having Brinda, 
a grown-up daughter, yet 
unmarried. Yet she could smile, 
regardless of her patched sari, 
at the thought of welcoming 
Gopal’s wife in the house. He 
knew he ought to say 
something and he also felt very 
mean denying her this little 
happiness, but he felt he could 
not speak of it. 

He tried to divert her attention 
and asked, “What happened to 
my Kashmir rug? It is not in my 
room. Did you take it out to air 
it?" 

His mother avoided his eyes. 
She was embarrassed. Brinda 
came down and looked around 
for something to sit on. Gopal 
pushed his sitting board 
towards her and she took it 
without saying anything. She 
must have been sleeping in her 
sari because it was badly 
crumpled. She had not combed 
her hair either. Her face had 
acquired a permanent sullen 
look. Gopal knew that Brinda 
had not liked going to work, but 
there was hardly any choice 
left. 

Gopal repeated his question 
about the rug. 

“I have taken it upstairs, to my 


room. I am having a few friends 
for supper,” Brinda said. 

“I should have guessed,” 
Gopal said wryly. 

He hated making scenes, yet 
he could not let it go. Damn it, I 
am still the head of the house, 
he thought to himself and said 
to Brinda, "I wish you would ask 
me first, Brinda, before you 
drag my thi,ngsupstairs. First my 
desk, then my favourite chair, 
the alarm clock, and now the 
rug.” He tried to be grown up 
but a childish resentment crept 
into his voice. 

“I needed them," Brinda said. 

“So did I," Gopal caught his 
mother’s eye, she was getting 
uneasy. Her eyes implored him 
to let it pass. 

"How much longer do I have 
to wait for the tea, Mother?" 
Brinda said. “I have a 
headache." 

“A few minutes,” their mother 
brought the cups and saucers 
out of the cupboard and 
arranged them carefully. Then 
she lifted the lid from the kettle, 
as if to see whether the water 
was boiling. Gopal noted the 
way his mother sat now, a 
statue with live agonized eyes. 
Her face was deeply lined, her 
hands were coarse, the nails 
broken and uneven. 

The flames in the stove leapt 
and shot upwards; at times the 
burning wood cracked. And 
now the water was boiling the 
steam pushing the broken 
edged lid off a little. 

“The water is boiling,” Gopal 
told his mother. He was 
surprised by the gentleness that 
had crept into his voice. His 
mother was startled. She 
hurriedly knocked off the lid 



and a few drops of water 
splashed on her hand. She did 
not show any pain. She wiped 
her hand with her sari fringe 
and poured some of the hot 
water into the teapot. She 
warmed the pot and threw away 
the water. Then she measured 
the tea leaves carefully into the 
pot before pouring the rest of 
the water in. While she warmed 
the milk, Brinda put the teacosy 
on. Brinda herself had 
embroidered this one when she 
was youngerand was collecting 
things for her bottom drawer. 
Who could have known that she 
was to remain unmarried forthe 
lack of the dowry; just as no one 
could have foreseen that Gopal 
was to be unemployed. 

Gopal waited for Brinda to 
pour the tea in all the three 
cups, but she took her cup 
upstairs, leaving Gopal and his 
mother alone in the kitchen. So 
Gopal poured. He tried not to 
spill it but was difficult as the 
spout of the teapot was missing. 

“Shall I make something for 
you to eat?" his mother asked 
him. 

“I am not hungry." 

"But you had no lunch,” she 
said. 

“I am not dead yet." Gopal 
realized he was being unneces- 
sarily harsh when he saw her 
wince. “Just don’t worry about 
me," he added. 

"How can I not worry about 
you? You are my son. I carried 
you for nine months.” 

“I wish you hadn’t.” Gopal 
suddenly felt an insane desire 
to hurt her more, to see the 
agony deepen in her eyes. 

He put his cup down and got 
up to walk away. 

"Gopal!" her voice was tearful 
and humiliated. 

“Yes, Mother," he said. 

“If you are going towards the 
market could you buy a few 
things? These girls are coming 
for supper with Brinda and we 
have no vegetables at home.” 

“What do you want me to get? 

His mother untied the knot 
from her sari and brought out a 
dirty, crumpled one-rupee note. 
She gave it to Gopal and said, 
"Buy anything you like to eat.” 

Gopal walked out of the 
house in a bitter mood. He was 
aware of his not too clean’ 
trousers and frayed shirt collar. 
The washerman had not 
brought the clean laundry for 
three weeks now and Gopal 
needed some clean clothes 
badly. He needed a few shirts, 
too, but he was determined not 
to ask Brinda to buy them for 
him. She should notice that the 
old ones were falling apart. 
There was a time when. she took 
pride in his appearance. 
Sometimes she teased him by 
saying that all her school 
friends were a little in love with 
her good-looking brother. Even 
Kusum, who wasquiet, shy, and 
very pretty. 

Gopal had been pleased 
when he found out that 
Kusum’s father had started the 
negotiations for Kusum's 
marriage to him. Gopal’s 
mother had no objections, 
though she mentioned that 
Gopal would not get any money 
out of this marriage. If he had, it 
could have gone towards 
Brinda’s dowry. Brinda herself 
was happy at the prospect of 
having her friend as Gopal’s 
wife. As for Gopal, there was 
never any doubt. He wanted 
Kusum. His mother started to 
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plan for the wedding even 
though the date was not fixed. 
Gopal wanted Kusum to finish 
her final months of study o 
graduate, and this suited 
Kusum’s father who needed 
time to make arrangements. 

And every day his mother left 
the house early to visit the 
jewellers the tailors, and to 
scour the market for necessary 
things. She had brought her old 
gold jewellery and was getting it 
repatterned. 

“You know what my mother is 
getting for you?” Gopal asked 
Kusum one day. 

"No,” she was curious, but 
Pretended to be indifferent. 

"Earrings and necklaces and 
rings and silver bells so that she 
can hear you sneaking into my 
room when you should be in the 
kitchen, cooking.” Kusum 
blushed. 

The things were sold later, one 
by one, when Gopal lost his job 
and Brinda decided to take the 
teacher’s training degree. The 
mother cried each time she took 
a piece out of its shiny red case 
and Gopal knew she hoped that 
one day he would have them 
back to give to Kusum. She 
broke down completely When 
Kusum’s father came to request 
that the engagement should be 
broken now. Gopal had been 
out of a job for nearly two years, 
he said, and how long can a 
father keep his daughter 
waiting; a grown-up giri is such 
a responsibility and all his 
relatives were talking. There 
was another boy, of the same 
caste and of good family, who 
was willing to marry Kusum. 

“But my son might have a job 
any time now. He has many 
applications out." 

“Alas! one does not know 
when it will come. It is not to be 
my daughter’s good fortune to 
marry your son.” 

Afterwards Gopal's mother 
turned on Gopal for bringing 
this dishonor on the family. 

“We, the highest of Brahmins, 
and that man of a low family 
comes and disgraces us. You 
are responsible for it Gopal, I 
tell you. If you hadn’t been so 
foolish about your job, 
everything would be well." 

"You don’t understand. If the 
milkman puts water in the milk, 
you are out to skin him. This 
contractor was going to do the 
same. He was willing to give a 
big sum to us, but then he would 
have used inferior material to 
build the hospital. One 
earthquake and the roof would 
have come down on the 
patients." 

"There are others working in 
the same office. Are they all 
dishonest?” 

"You just have to go and see 
how they live. For each new 
government building that goes 
up, our boss has a new house 
built. I could not sit there and let 
them cheat the government and 
take a big share of the bribe that 
the contractor gave.” 

"I am old and stupid and I 
don’t understand many things. 
You should have thought of that 
innocent girl who sat waiting for 
you. She is twenty-three. How 
long could she be kept waiting? 
Why should they have picked 
you to fire?" 

"Because I was in everyone's 
way of getting easy money. 
That is why. They trumped up 
an excuse to get rid of me." And 
that the excuse should be 
inefficiency, that was what 


maddened him so much. Gopal 
knew that he was one of the best 
men that they had at the Public 
Works Department. 

"But what about Kusum?" his 
mother asked. "What are we 
going to say to her father? He 
has other daughters to marry, 
too. People talk." 

“Let her be married to the 
other man who is so eager to 
marry her, if she cannot wait 
any longer," Gopal said 
relentlessly. 

"You don’t care?” his mother 
asked in disbelief. 

"No," Gopal said and turned 
away. 

There were not many vendors 
in the market place. The 
prospects of the storm had sent 
most of them away. Gopal 
bought a few things and came 
back home. His mother was 
standing near the door, waiting. 

“I forgot to give you an 
umbrella. I was worried." 

"It is not going to rain. Just a 
duststorm." Gopal gave the 
sack to her and went back to his 
room. The bare floor disturbed 
him again. He took off his shoes 
and lay on the bed. It sagged in 
the middle. The sheets and the 
pillowslips were soiled, too. 
Gopal wished, again, that there 
was someone to take care of 
these little things. Kusum! But 
he had relinquished her. 

Two children passed outside 
his window, laughing; a 
passerby played the flute softly; 
dishes clattered in the kitchen. 
Gopal waited for the storm, but 
it was silent outside. He must 
have fallen asleep for he did not 
hear Brinda’s friends arriving. 
Brinda was standing near the 
.door of his room, calling him, 
“Will you pay seventy-five paise 
to the horse carriage driver?" 

Gopal yawned, realizing how 
tired he was. Getting up slowly 
he came to the door and took 
the money from Brinda. He 
found himself looking straight 
at Kusum. He was startled, but 
he replied to her greetings, 
almost curtly, and went out of 
the house. He paid the man 
who was waiting outside, but 
did not return home. A 
neighbour always welcomed 
him for a game of chess. So he 
went there and stayed quite 
late. Unable to concentrate on 
the game, he kept on figuring 
how long it would take for the 
girls to eat and go away. He 
could not face Kusum in these 
clothes. Quite late, when the 
traffic had almost ceased on the 
road and the storm had passed, 
he arrived home. 

The girls were sitting in front 
of the kitchen, apparently 
waiting for him. 

"Nirmala and Kusum have 
been waiting for some time. You 
have to take them home,” his 
mother said to him. 

“Let’s go then," he replied. 

“There is no hurry. You 
should eat something first,” 
Kusum said hastily before 
Nirmala could get up. 

Brinda took Nirmala to her 
room; Kusum said she would 
stay to help their mother. She 
brought out the sitting board 
and put it downfor Gopal. While 
he washed his hands she went 
to the kitchen to bring the food 
which she put on a low stool, in 
front of the sitting board. Gopal 
returned and sat down without 
looking at her and started to eat. 
He was acutely aware of 
Kusum's movements, her 
walking to and fro from the 


kitchen to the verandah where 
he sat. She was barefooted and 
he could see her small, well- 
shaped feet under the border of 
her peacock print sari. His eyes 
caught a wistful look on her 
face and he wanted to hold her 
gently, to caress her sad look 
away. 

On the way to the girls' 
homes, Nirmala kept yawning. 
Kusum sat with her in the back 
seat, Gopal in front with the 
horse carriage driver. Nirmala’s 
house came first. Kusum turned 
to Gopal and asked, “Aren’t you 
going to sit with me for a while? 

“Just as you wish, Kusum," 
Gopal said, as if humouring a 
child. In order to get to the back 
seat he had to climb down and 
walk around the carriage. The 
horse and the driver waited for 
him to settle, and then the 
carriage started, with an 
unexpected jerk. Gopal hunted 
in the pocket of his coat and 
brought out a pack of 
cigarettes. It was empty. He 
smiled ruefully and threw it 
away. 

"Aren’t you going to talk to 
me?” 

“About what, Kusum?” 

“Something. Anything." 

What can I say?" he realized 
the inadequacy of his words. 
Kusum wanted a kiss, a caress, 
the declaration of undying love, 
so that she could look back and 
feel herself a romantic martyr to 
fate. This realization made him 
suddenly feel old and alone. 
Kusum dried her eyes and said, 
"You know how helpless I am. 
Even then I tried to tell my father 
that I am prepared to wait till it is 
possible for us to be married. 
My father said it was you who 
did not want me anymore. You 
never made any attempt to get 
in touch with me to find out how 
I felt.” 

"I am not blaming you," 
Gopal said. 

“Did I ever say I wanted to live 
in luxury? I can live as you live 
with Brinda." 

"I have no right to ask you to. 
This other man... he has money, 
he will give you a golden girdle 
and a diamond nose ring...,” his 
voice trailed off. 

“I don’t want them.” 

“They are nice things to have, 
with security, and children..." 

They became silent. Each time 
the carriage passed under at 
street lamp, Gopal could see 
her face, pinched, unhappy, 
baffled. They got down in front 
of her house, she lingered for a 
moment. “Well, Kusum..." 
Gopal’s hand lightly touched 
her hair, he tried to smile. 

“Good night," she said in a 
choked voice and rushed in. 

On the way back Gopal sat 
listening to the monotonous 
ringing of the hooves on the 
road. The driver coughed, 
maybe he has consumption, 
Gopal thought, watching how 
the cough shook his body. 

He awoke late next morning. 
As he came out of the room he 
saw the washerman sitting in 
the verandah. He felt relief. 
While his mother made tea for 
him, Gopal collected all the 
dirty clothes and heaped them 
in a corner of his room. Thank 
God, I shall have some clean 
shirts next week, when this 
batch comes back, he thought 
as he put on a shirt with all the 
buttons missing and a big tear 
on the back. He wore hiscoatto 
hide that tear, even though the 
day was warm. After drinking 


his tea he came out of the 
house; the day stretching 
before him, shimmering gold, 
and empty. He put his hand in 
his pocket searching for a 
twenty-five paisa bit which had 
been left after he had paid the 
driver. He felt rich when he 
found it and spent it all on a 
cheap brand of cigarettes. He lit 
a cigarette and inhaled it 
deeply, dallying in front of the 
tiny tobacco shop in the corner 
of the street. The washerman 
came out of the house and 
salaamed him respectfully. "If 
you don’t want to be sacked, 
bring the wash early this time," 
Gopal told him in a voice one 
keeps for the servants. 

“Very well, Babuji,” the 
washerman said humbly, “it is 
my wife... she has been poorly 
and it is difficult for me to do all 
the work myself." 

He salaamed Gopal again 
before turning into a lane. 

Gapal walked towards the 
library out of long habit. He 
looked at the newspapers. 
There were not many jobs 
advertised; a small school 
wanted a physics teacher, a 
soap company needed a smart, 
trim girl for door-to-door 
selling. A few advertisements 
amused Gopal and he ran his 
eyes over the Matrimonials, in 
case there was someone 
suitable for Brinda. I ought to 
run an ad myself, he thought; 
wanted: a sutable match for a 
plain, ill-tempered Brahmin girl. 
No dowry, brother unemployed. 

I am turning vulgar and 
insenstive, he told himself, 
pushing the paper aside. A 
young man nearby smiled at 
him, he was also unemployed. 

“Any news?” he asked 
politely. 

Gopal shook h is head and left 
the library. He stood on the 
steps lighting another cigarette 
and looked at the melee of 
office-going clerks on their 
bicycles. It took him some time 
to decide what to do next. 
Finally he turned towards; home, 
hoping to get his rug back from 
Brinda's room. She will be at the 
school now, teaching 
complicated stitches of 
embroidery to indifferent girls. 

He found a big heap of 
clothes still lying in the corner 
just as he had left it. He started 
at it unbelievingly for a moment 
and called out to his mother, 
"Why are my clothes here, 
Mother? Did you not give them 
to the washerman?" 

“I don’t know,” she replied, 
“Brinda brought out herclothes 
and I thought she would bring 
yours, too. Maybe she forgot, 
she was getting late for the 
school.” 

Gopal stormed out of the 
room in a rage, “Look, Mother, 
would you ask your daughter 
what she wants. If she does not 
want me living in this house I 
shall go. I can’t go on like this. I 
have been wearing these 
clothes forages. I hate the sight 
of myself. My room has not 
been swept for weeks. 
Everything is in a mess, and you 
say, maybe she forgot.” 

His mother, who had just 
come out of the bath looking 
cool and fresh was watering the 
holy plant of tulsi. She turned to 
him in surprise. 

“I shall clean your room 
today. You should have told me 
before. And I shall wash a few 
shirts, too. The day just goes in 
cooking and cleaning.” 


"No need, Mother. I have 
made up my mind. I am leaving. 
Now you two can live in peace." 
He turned back abruptly and 
walked away. He did not look 
back, though he knew that his 
mother must have followed him 
to the door, pain stricken and 
unhappy. 

Gopal walked almost blindly 
into a cyclist in the street. They 
both fell down, the bicycle lying 
twisted between them. A few 
passersby stopped, hoping for a 
quarrel, but the other man got 
up and brushed the dust off his 
clothes. He gave a hand to 
Gopal who was finding it 
difficult to get up. The cyclist 
picked up his bicycle and said 
fhildly, “You could walk more 
carefully. You might have been 
hurt.” 

Gopal found himself 
stammering, "I am sorry." 

"No harm done,” he 
straightened the bicycle and 
rode away. It was then that 
Gopal became aware of his 
sprained ankle. He walked 
slowly to the nearby park, 
where he lay down on a hard, 
wooden bench. He brooded for 
some time. He almot felt like 
Buddha, renouncing the world. 
That brought the thought of 
Kusum; he had tried not to think 
of her since the morning, but 
now he lingered over her image, 
her small feet and the orange 
border rubbing against them, 
her smooth sandalwood 
complexion and her bright red 
tika between the eyebrows, 
glowing like a drop of blood. 
Gopal wished that Kusum was 
there, her face so close that he 
could blow softly on that 
kumkum dot and see the tiny 
flecks of red powder flying. 

“Babuji, do you want some 
salted peanuts?” Startled by the 
question, Gopal opened his 
eyes. A peanutseller was 
standing near, looking at him 
hopefully. 

Standing near, looking at him 
hopefully. 

"No,” Gopal's voice was 
harsh. 

"A pack for an anna only, well 
roasted, well salted,” the vendor 
repeated. 

“I don't have an anna,” Gopal 
said, not caring. 

“I shall give it for five paisa 
then." 

“Go away.” 

“Bad swelling. You should 
ask your wife to warm a rendi 
leaf and put it on the swelling. It 
will suck away the pain." The 
peanut seller paused, then 
added, “Do you need a 
rickshaw to go home? I shall 
fetch one if you say." 

"No." Gopal wanted nothing 
but this starved looking peanut 
seller to go away. He opened his 
eyes wide and the seller said 
apologetically, "Bad time for 
everyone. No sale." 

“There are more people in the 
evenings,” Gopal said 
reluctantly. Every word aloud 
was an effort. The peanut seller 
moved towards the entrance 
gate of the park hoping, 
waiting. Gopal moved and the 
pain shot through the leg. He 
cursed. 

And now it was evening. The 
Park was full of young children 
and their nursemaids. The 
young girls in bright sari 1 and 
smooth shiny hair looked at the 
boys and giggled, the boys 
whistled back at them. Gopal 
sat up and leaned against the 
Continued on page 15 
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It is the failure of the democratic institutions to 
provide justice and freedom, which prevents 
individual from becoming a viable political unit 
and increases his dependence on his respective 
communal or ethnic group. 


Lanka Accord 


Muslim Indian Identity finds no 
response In the system. It 
Instead provokes Hindu 
backlash; and thus leads to riots 
and Violence. 

The Muslim problem is apt to 
be exaggerated if we treat it as a 
monolithic community. Its 
members, too, belong to a 
multiplicity of identities like 
other Indians. For fuller 
satisfaction of their aspirations, 
the role of shared identities- 
class, profession party, region 
etc. is no less important. 

Regional identities, regional 
.heroes, regional saints, 
regional poets and regional 
heritage ofter inspire all 
communities alike whereas 
there are far fewer common 
symbols at the national level. 
The role of regions in 
integrating communities and 
nation building therefor needs 
fuller appreciation. 

Revival of regionalism in 
Punjab that can provide its two 
main communities a sense of 
pride in a common culture and a 
common political forum might 
be the only way to combat 
separatist and communal 
forces in the state. Likewise, 
Kashmiri regionalism is the 
most effective secularising 
influence on the Muslims of 
Kashmir and thus the 
motivating force in resisting 
monolithic Pakistan's appeal 
and seeking Indian federal 
cover. Again, it was the 
successful assertion of its 
regional personality by Tamil 
Nadu that diverted its 

secessionist urge to 

nationalism. 

Sub-national Identity 

S pecial significance of 

regional identity lies 

in the fact that it is the 
only sub-national identity 
specifically recognised by the 
constitution for the purpose of 
sharing of political power. Thus 
while constitutional expres- 
sions are available to regional 
conflicts, communal and caste 
conflicts often find outlets in 
streets, Moreover, the points of 
conflict between regions are 
fewer, mostly on or outside 
their borders while communal 
and caste conflicts reach 
villages and mohallas. 

It must b« readily conceded 
that regionalism does not 
always manifest Itself In healthy 
forms. But unhealthy 
regionalism Is as harmful to the 
people of the region as to the 
nation. Emphasis on the latter 
aspect alone Is likely to 
strengthen It. In order to 
contain It, Its merits and 
demerits should also be 
discussed In terms of the 
Interests of the people of the 
region concerned. Nation 
versus region controversy 
obscures an equally Important 
problem of the region versus 
the sub-regions. While sub- 


regions In some states are 
entitled to statehood, some sort 
of Internal autonomy would be 
necessary In other cases. 

The question of the Centre- 
State relations should be 
closely linked with the manner 
political power is shared-within 
the state; among its various 
sections and communities and 
further decentralised through 
constitutionally recognised 
regional, district, block and 
panchayat level institutions. 
Such devolution is not only the 
logical extension of the 
autonomy that the states 
demand but would also act as a 
check on aberrations and 
excesses of regionalism. 

It is not essential that regional 
aspirations can be satisfied 
through regional parties alone. 
National parties, too, can 
rationalise and sublimate 
particularistic loyalties. A party 
represents and ideologically 
based identity that can rival 
other identities and divert 
loyalties from them. 

Diversity and 
Democracy 

T he rise of numerous 
identities as political 
entities is also due to the 
sharp erosion of the party 
system in India. While 
politicisation of these identities 
is a contributory cause of its 
erosion, there are many 
autonomous reasons as well. It 
could not hold its ground firmly 
against the two pronged attack; 
one by eminent votaries of 
partyless democracy, and 
Secondly by authoritarian 
forces. 

While talking of various 
identities, the claim of the most 
important of them namely the 
individual identity should not 
be overlooked. In fact the 
primary role and justification of 
a group identity is to safeguard 
the interests of its individual 
members from outside threats. 

It I* the failure of the 
democratic Inatltutlona to 
provide justice and freedom, 
which prevents Individual from 
becoming a viable political unit 
and Increases his dependence 
on his respective communal or 
ethnic group. 

The problem India is faced 
with is unique in the history of 
the world. No other country had 
so much horizontal and vertical 
diversity and had to go through 
development processes at such 
a fast pace within a democratic 
framework. It is therefore not 
surprising that the mass 
upsurge at the grass roots is 
tending to strain the system. 

This upsurge cannot be 
easily suppressed by force. Nor 
pious exhortations on 
integration and self-righteous 
indignation over the so called 
parochial tendencies convert it 
into a nation building force. 


can make the majority only with 
the support of a large section of 
Moors. But even without Moors 
they are in a substantial 
majority in the Batticaloa and 
Trincomalee districts taken 
together, and in overwhelming 
majority in Batticaloa. This 
arithmetic is what makes the 
December '19 proposals, and 
even earlier proposals, better 
for Tamil aspirations than the 
accord. 


The accord concedes under 
Article 2.1 the crucial Tamil 
demand that the eastern 
province be joined to the 
northern province, in which 
they are in an overwhelming 
majority. But under Article 2.3 
the eastern province can opt 
out if it so decides in a 
referendum, which must be 
held by the end of next year 
though the President has been 
given the power to postpone it 
in his discretion. If it opts out, 
this major concession to Tamil 
aspirations will collapse, and so 
will the claim Mr. Rajiv Gandhi 
made at his public meeting in 
Madras on August 2, that he has 
made one-third of Sri Lanka 
safe for Tamil majority rule with 
provincial powers, and the 
whole structure of the 
agreement can be placed in 
jeopardy. The Tamils therefore 
have a year, unless the 
President chooses to give them 
more time, in which to win the 
confidence of a sufficient 
proportion of the Moors at least 
if not of the Singhalas to win the 
referendum. But recent history 
makes that more difficult and 
non-Tamil backlash a greater 
risk. 

Earlier proposals were safer 
against this danger. A proposal 


A deeper study of the 
emerging forcesand emphathic 
understanding of the urges of 
the people on the one hand, and 
redefining the concept of 
nationalism, emphasising its 
pluralist, decentralist and 
harmonising role on the other 
are called for in laying the 
foundations of an integrated 
and strong Indian nationhood. 


Continued from page 10 

agreed upon on September 13 
last year would have had the 
effect that the Tamils of the 
eastern province could ensure 
the establishment of a single 
provincial council for the whole 
province if, being already in 
great majority in Batticaloa, 
they could also work up a 
majority for this idea in 
Trincomalee district, where 
they form one-third of the 
population and only needed 


some support from the Moors 
and others to make a majority. 
Continuance of the council was 
not subject to a referendum. 

Bangalore round 

D uring the discussions in 
Bangalore in November 
last year, an alternative 
emerged, that there would be 
three councils, one for each 
district, or for each community 
as Sri Lanka proposed, but 
under either version Batticaloa 
district would be enlarged by 
adding to it adjoining Tamil 
majority areas in Trincomalee 
and Amparai districts. There 
would be no referendum. Each 
council in the eastern province, 
whether it be one or three, 
would be free to negotiate 
common political and 
administrative structures of 
state with other adjoining 
council or councils. This idea 
was carried a stage further by 
Sri Lanka when on December 
19 last year it offered to take the 
overwhelmingly non-Tamil 
Amparai district out of the 
eastern province altogether 
leaving the Tamil majority 
remainder to work out common 
institutions with the northern 
province, and if at all a 
referendum had been required 
later the Tamils would have 
been in good majority for it. 

Therefore "new and better 
terms" did not clear the way. 
Nor did “American pressure on 
Sri Lanka”. That has been there 
for the past two years at least, 
during which Washington had 
all along advised Colombo to 
solve the problem with India's 
help. Even in future, as the 
American ambassador in 
Colombo told me a year ago, 


America wants a lead role for 
India in the post-conflict 
reconstruction of Sri Lanka. 
Nor was the way cleared by any 
change of heart among the 
militants. The LTTE leadership 
opposes the accord even now, 
and is laying down arms only 
becuase it has been left no 
choice. 

No, what changed the picture 
so suddenly was the decision In 
New Delhi a few weeks ago, 
long delayed but quick In 
coming once the process 
began, that peace within Sri 
Lanka, and with India, must no 
longer remain a hostage to the 
obduracy of the Tamil militants. 
No longer must they be allowed 
to veto proposals which for 
weeks and months India had 
been certifying as satisfactory. 
If they did not favour peace 
except on their unrelenting and 
one-sided terms, India must 
sign for them when the terms 
were good, and since the farms 
had been good for six months at 
least there was no need to wait 
any longer, there must be no 
more haggling and bargaining 
while hundreds died every week 
and peace In the whole region 
was placed In peril. 

At one sweep 

O nce the decision was 
taken in New Delhi to go 
ahead without the Tigers 
if they would not come, minds 
were cleared in Colombo as 
well and the way cleared for an 
early accord. Repeatedly in oral 
negotiations, and twice in 
writing in a single month, in 
November last year Sri Lanka 
made pointed complaints about 
India's inability to get the 
consent of the militants to any 
plan for peace. As the foot 
dragging continued, Sri Lanka 
drew only the worst 
conclusions from it and 
stepped up its war upon the 
militants to the intensity ti has 
reached by the middle of June 
this year. But once it became 
clear in New Delhi’s own mind, 
more particularly in Rajiv 
Gandhi's, that peace would be 
better for everyone than this no- 
win war the message went 
home in Colombo as well as in 
the camps of the militants— and 
then air obstacles fell away, 
because other than doubts 
about each other’s inteations 
there were no obstacles in fact 
whether regarding the foreign 
policy actions of Sri Lanka or 
the rights of the Tamils or the 
security of the militants. When 
the doubts were cleared the 
way was cleared, at one sweep. 

To my mind, then, the real 
thing to explore is what is it that 
changed New Delhi’s mind, and 
why did it take so long to do so. 
But that is a different subject. 
The present point is that while 
aiding and abetting an 
insurgency in Sri Lanka did not 
work, while cajoling and 
humouring the militants did not 
work, while violating the Sri 
Lankan air space did not work, 
while invoking foreign devils 
did not work, what finally 
worked was the realisation that 
peace between the two 
communities and the two 
countries would be good for all 
four and must be won. The rest 
was bonus, including the 
welcome possibility that there 
may soon be a closer 
approximation between the 
foreign policy perspectives of 
two key countries of this region. 
Courtsy: Indian Express 
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It is necessary that politicisation of religion and alliances with 
communal political parties must be ended to clean our national 
political life. In this connection, this Conference welcomes the 
recent developments in some states like Kerala which strengthen 
the forces of secularism and gives a stunning blow to the forces of 
communaltsm and funda-mentalism. 


to clean our national political 
life. In this connection, this 
Conference welcomes the 
recent developments in some 
states like Kerala which 
strengthen the forces of 
secularism and gives a stunning 
blow to the forces of 
communalism and funda- 
mentalism. 

Freedom of 
Information : 

T he distortion and 
suppression of 

information by the 
authorities in this country is a 
serious infringement of a 
fundamental right. That ours is 
a sovereign democratic 
republic, where sovereignty lies 
with the people and only with 
the people, needs to be 
emphasised. Elected 

governments in the states or at 
the Centre have no right 
whatsoever to withhold any 
information from the people. 
Nothing can be secret in these 
days of improved technology of 
gathering information. When 
we consider the fact that every 
detail regarding the arms pile- 
up by either super-power is 
known to the other, the myth of 
secrecy being expounded by 
the Indian Government gets 
nullified. While the Government 
attempts to make secret its 
functioning to its own people, 
agencies in other countries 
expose them for us. Bofors 
Scandal is one such example. 
We note with grave concern 
how the Union and State 
Governments and their 
bureaucrats are treating their 
own masters namely the 
electors as their subordinates. 
We feel it necessary at this 
moment to reassert the 
supremacy of the people and 
their unquestioned right to 


unadulterated information in 
every aspect and every detail of 
governance. 

Holidays : 

T his meeting calls upon 
every citizen in this 
country to question the 
practice of the granting of 
public holidays at the least 
pretext especially in response 
to denominational demands. 
This also applies to too many 
work days set aside for national 
mourning. While the right of 
every religionist to celebrate 
his/her festival in a holiday 
mood should be upheld, that 
occasion however, should not 
be turned into a national work- 
stop day. Let our governments 
plan more work days and not 
holidays to improve efficiency 
and turn-over at all levels. 

Hope : 

U ndaunted bythegrowing 
gloonr) on all sides, 
recapturing the heroic 
days of popular resistance to 
the Emergency, fully realising 
that the illsof oursociety can be 
cured only by a basic 
transformation of structures; 
encouraged by the communal 
harmony maintained by the 
common people of Punjab and 
elsewhere in the midst of 
contending forces of 
fundamentalism and 

fanaticism, enthused by the 
opportunities provided by a free 
press and an independent 
judiciary and inspired by the 
splendid work done by 
resistance groups through out 
the country, we the Vigil India 
Movement, rededicate 

ourselves to the attainment of 
the goal of a truly, democratic, 
secular, egalitarian and just 
society in India. 


Paper Flowers 
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bench. His mother might be 
waiting for him, getting more 
and more worried as the time 
passed. The peanut seller was 
doing brisk business at the 
gate. Mother could have sent 
someone to look for me, 
suppose I had been badly 
injured. I could be dead without 
anyone knowing. Maybe she 
does not care anymore. Not 
much of a son ariyway. 

With the deepening of the 
darkness the babies were 
gathered and led away, the 
bright dresses and the tinkling 
laughter disappeared. Only he 
and the peanut husk, torn 
papers, crushed grass, and 
quietness remained in the park. 

When it was time for the park 
to be closed, Gopal got up 
before the park keeper could 


reach him. The peanut vendor 
sat near the gate, counting the 
change. He looked up and said, 
"Don’t forget the rendi leaf.” 

"No," Gopal said. 

He walked slowly, dragging 
the hurt foot, standing still to 
rest often. The front door wasn’t 
locked. Gopal pushed it open. A 
small pool of light rippled as the 
bulb swung from the ceiling of 
the verandah. Gopal went to his 
room, the big heap of clothes 
stared at him. Food was on a 
small table near the bed. He sat 
on the unmade covers and 
pulled the table towards him. As 
he ate the food in big, hungry 
bites, he thought, "I wonder if 
there will be bribery in the job 
that goes with Mr. Misra’s 
daughter?" 


because of the old outdated 
machinery and lack of adequate 
investment in the field of 
agriculture and industry. 
Morever, the administrative 
inefficiency and nepotism, at 
certain levels, has further 
contributed to this slackness. 

However the author does not 
analyse the course which may 


be racial or otherwise, for this 
slow down. She, however, finds 
that the new policy of Mikhail 
Gorbachev, i.e., sweeping 
under the carpet, has pin 
pointed many a flaw in the 
administrative set up especially 
in Uzbekistan and Kazakhistan. 
All out efforts are being made to 
rectify the past mistakes and 


bring in a cleaner and more 
responsive administration. 

Written in quite lucid 
language the book will be of 
interest to all those who are 
interested in the nationality 
question. 

A.S. Narang 




Arms and ammunition handed over by the T amil militants. Photo by K.Dey 


Readers write 

From our next issue we are 
introducing a regular 
coloumn lor letters from 
readers. Comments, opinions 
and views on various articles 
and issues are invited from 
the readers 
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inety two delegates from 
Punjab, Utter,' Pradesh, 
Bihar, West Bengal, 
Orissa, Madhya Pradesh, 
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Andhra 
Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil 
Nadu and Kerala assembled in 
Whitefield Bangalore at the 
Tenth Anniversary National 
Conference of Vigil India 
Movement from Sunday June 
28 to Thursday July 2, 1987. It 
expressed a sense of shock at 
the state of affairs prevailing in 
the country today: erosion of 
civil rights; subtle ways of 
foisting authoritarian rule on 
the people; terrorism let loose 
by the states as well as by 
individuals and groups; 

increased use of the. armed 
forces to tackle law and order 
situation; criminalisation of 
politics; gloating over the 
flouting of public norms of 
morality and decency; continued 
subjugation of women, sexual 
brutality against them, 

exploitation of women resulting 
in an alarmingly increased 
number of dowry deaths; the 
negation of political equality by 
continuing socio-economic 
inequality; corruption reigning 
at all levels especially in high 
places; and fear of insecurity 
gripping the high and the low. 
In the statement issued the 
conference opined : 

Punjab: 

S eeing the total collapse of 
law and order, the 
perpetuation and 

instigation of communal 
violence; the harassment and 
killing of innocent persons by 
the terrorists, the police and the 
armed forces in false 
encounters, we feel deep 
anguish and agitation. We 



strongly deplore the 
unjustifiable delay in the 
implementation of the 
Longowal-Rajiv Accord. This 
meeting takes strong exception 
to the way the media have 
contributed to tarnishing the 
Image of the Sikhs all over the 
world since the escalation of 
the Punjab problem and 

acknowledges with admiration 
the tremendous contribution 
made by the Sikhs to national 
life as a whole, particularly In 
our economy and In our 
defence services. To pave the 
way for a permanent solution, 
this meeting urges the 

authorities to Implement the 
following without further delay. 

(I) The Longowal-Rajiv 
Accord should be 
Implemented sincerely 
and Immediately. 

(II) All those who are 

detained In connection 
with the Punjab agitation 
Including those at 
Jodhpur must be 
released uncondi- 

tionally and those 
responsible for the 

killings of the Sikhs in 
Delhi and In other places 
must be brought to book. 

(III) A dialogue must be 
started with the accepted 
leaders of the people In 
Punjab Including those 
who are In Jail. 

(iv) Simultaneously, physical 

and psycholocal 

rehabillta-tlon of the 

uprooted persons must 

be undertaken with the 
utmost urgency. The 

government should not 
sit on false prestige but 
rise tothe occasion and 
save the situation. 



T 


Communalism : 

he increasing com- 
munalism which has 
reached engulfing 

proportions is a major area of 
concern. Planned development 
and progress have not assured 
the masses of a better future 
and to make matter worse, in 
many pockets, development 
and progress regress because 
of communal tension and riots 
often engineered by political 
leader and other vested 
interests. Excesses committed 
by the police and the para- 
military forces during the riots 
in many states have weakened 
or destroyed the faith of the 
minorities in democracy and 
secularism. Experiences in 


Meerut, Delhi, Ahmedabad and 
elsewhere are repetitive 
occurences and point to the 
inability of government 
agencies to prevent or contain 
the riots. This communal 
disharmony is a national 
traged of which we are 
deeply ashamed and 
sorrowful. The common 
oerson-no matter to what 
religion he/she beiongs-wants to 
live in peace with people of 
other communities. We call 
upon the people to restore 
communal harmony at all costs 
and adopt preventive measures 
to avoid tension and re- 
occurance of communal riots. 
We demand of the authorities 
that suitable compensation 
should be paid to the victimised 
people. This will also help to 
rebuild their confidence. 

Securalism : 

f secularism is to be a true 
guiding principle of our 
nation, as we have 


I 


proclaimed Constitutionally, 
the governments (State and 
Union) should scrupu'ously 
adhere to some basic norms in 
public life, such as the attitude 
to the display of particular 
religious symbols and 
participation in, or performance 
of, sectarian religious rituals at 
the tax payers expensa. A 
categorical ban on these 
practices is one step forward to 
establish secularism in public 
life. Added to that, a clamp 
down on religious processions 
and the use of public address 
systems from places of 
religious worship is an urgent 
task to create a new climate for 
the furtherance of true 
secularism and for quenching 
the fast spreading communal 
fire to a considerable extent. 

It is necessary that 
politicisation of religion and 
alliances with communal 
political parties must be ended 

Continued on page IS 
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